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Tears flowed freely seven years ago 
as Father Joshua Johnson lay prostrate 
on the altar at Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Church in Baton Rouge.

A Gospel choir left many in tears as 
it sang the Litany of the Saints during 
the ordination ceremony.

“I was so grateful that God called me, 
God chose me despite that everything I 
had done in my youth, that after all of 
the sins I had committed, God would 
still call me to be a priest,” he said.

As vocations director for the Diocese 
of Baton Rouge, Father Johnson will 
play a prominent role when three men 
are ordained at St. George Church in 
Baton Rouge on May 22. Deacon David 
Dawson, Deacon Danny Roussel and 

Deacon Taylor Sanford will be part of a 
celebration rite that traces its roots to 
biblical times, including the Last Sup-

per and the Passion.
“It is a joyful celebration, totally 

moving,” said Father Johnson, who was 

ordained in 2014. “I think it’s super ex-
citing for the people, and I think it is life  
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Father Matthew Graham, left, pastor of Immaculate Conception 
Church in Denham Springs, with assistance from Deacon George 
Hooper, led eucharistic adoration during the parish-wide consecra-
tion to St. Joseph on May 1. Photo by Debbie Shelley | The Catholic Commentator
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Consecration to the ‘Quiet Man’

Father Joshua Johnson is shown laying prostrate during the Litany of Supplication at his ordination in May 2014. The Litany of 
Supplication is one of seven parts of the ordination rite. File photo by Richard Meek | The Catholic Commentator

By Debbie Shelley
The Catholic Commentator

Morning was breaking as many people from 
the Diocese of Baton Rouge gathered May 1, the 
feast of St. Joseph the Worker, at Immaculate 
Conception Church in Denham Springs. 

An atmosphere of reverence permeated 
the church as the faithful came to consecrate 
themselves to St. Joseph, “the quiet man” of the 
Bible whose life so vibrantly spoke about faith 
and obedience that the Catholic Church has 
dedicated this year to honoring him.

“I was moved by the number of people who 
were there for holy hour (at 7 a.m.),” said ICC 
pastor Father Matthew Graham.

ICC deacon assistant George Hooper com-
pleted a consecration to St. Joseph using the 
book “Consecration to St. Joseph: The Won-

ders of Our Spiritual Fathers” by Father Donald 
Calloway MIC. Deacon Hooper had considered 
offering classes, with the book as a formation 
tool, leading up to a parish-wide consecration 
to St. Joseph on the feast day of St. Joseph the 
Worker.

Likewise the ICC staff pondered how it 
would celebrate the Year of St. Joseph, so when 
Father Graham mentioned Deacon Hooper’s 
desire to offer the classes, the staff collaborated 
with him on the effort. Classes were held Tues-
day mornings and evenings.

Deacon Hooper said sessions included a 
recapping of the readings of the week and dis-
cussing questions in Father Calloway’s book.

When Bishop Michael G. Duca announced 
in April that the diocese would mark its 
60th anniversary by celebrating “60 Years of  
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Life in the Holy Spirit
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Sacred Heart devotion

Bishop Robert E. Tracy was installed as the founding bishop for the Diocese of 
Baton Rouge on Nov. 8, 1961. Before the Mass, Bishop Tracy greeted his new 
flock as he pulled up to the cathedral. Bishop Tracy oversaw construction of 
the Catholic Life Center and supervised the renovation of St. Joseph Cathedral 
in harmony with the Second Vatican Council. Photo courtesy of the Archives Department | 
Diocese of Baton Rouge

By Dina Dow

The celebration of Pentecost marks the fi-
nal day of the Easter season followed a week 
later by the solemnity of the Most Holy Trin-
ity. Remarkably, these liturgies invigorate 
our mission guided by the Holy 
Spirit to evangelize to the ends of 
the earth. A renewal in the Holy 
Spirit moves our interior glance 
of hope in the resurrection to an ex-
terior life for “if we live in the Spirit, let 
us also follow the Spirit” (Gal 5:25). 

Pentecost (Acts 2:1-11)
Fifty days after the Resurrection of the 

Lord, the apostles were “all in one place … 
together” (Acts 2:1). Within moments they 
experienced in the fullness of their human 
senses the power of the Holy Spirit. Lik-
ened to what I would describe as an initial 
announcement in significant form, those 
gathered first heard a sound: “a noise like a 
strong driving wind” that covered the entire 
building. Immediately they saw with their 
own eyes “tongues as of fire” signifying the 
presence of God, that rested on each of them. 
Now filled with the Holy Spirit, those in this 
house were enabled by God to speak in ways 
never experienced. Then without hesitation 
or fear, they exited the interior and moved to 
the exterior, out into the world. They heard. 
They saw. They received.  They went. They 
proclaimed. Announcement. Encounter. 
Transformation. Mission.

The crowd gathered outside was the first 
to receive the apostolic proclamation. They 
heard the noise, which moved them to gather 
(Announcement). Then the apostles unlocked 
the doors, went outside, and filled with the 
Holy Spirit proclaimed to the crowd in mul-
tiple languages (Encounter). This moved the 
crowd, as they were “astonished and amazed” 
that they could understand what was being 
said, since they only saw the apostles able to 
speak in one language. Thus, they were able 
to hear “…of the mighty acts of God” (Acts 
2:11). The gift of universal language indicates 
the Gospel message can and should resonate 
to all the world, to all people in all places 
(Mission).

The gifts (1 Cor 12:3-13)
St. Paul reminds us that the gifts poured 

forth from the Holy Spirt dwell within each 

one of us. We are truly walking tabernacles of 
the Holy Spirit by our baptism. Hence, we are 
one in the body of Christ. The many are part 
of the one, the people of God, with gifts more 
bountiful than stars, united in Jesus Christ, 
to serve the many in our collective mission as 

disciples. One for the many. 
Many for the one. 

Our gifts are personal 
from God given to directly serve 
the mission he has established 
for us. Do I know the gifts God 

has granted for this mission? Am I willing to 
use these for his glory? Am I calling upon the 
Holy Spirit to fortify and guide my mission 
with these gifts? Do I embrace the fruits of 
the Holy Spirit: to love rather than hate; to 
bear joy rather than grievance; to bring peace 
rather than disharmony; to be patient rather 
than hasty; to be kind rather than mean; to 
be generous rather than selfish; to be faithful 
rather than doubtful; to be gentle rather than 
harsh and to have self-control rather than 
self-indulgence?

Mission of good
What is my mission? What is our collective 

mission as the body of Christ? We are called 
to love God and others, in good times and not 
so good times. And what is love? Simply, from 
St. Thomas Aquinas’ teaching, love is desire 
and choose the good for the other. Since 
God is love, and first loves us, we love God 
and all that flows from God’s love including 
our neighbor. Do I desire to choose what is 
good and pleasing to God? Do I desire what 
is good for my neighbor? And what is “good?” 
Good is the choice that Adam and Eve did not 
make. Good is the choice over evil. Evil is the 
absence of good. Without good, there is evil. 
With good evil shall not prevail. 

Good is choosing the ultimate good which 
is life in the Blessed Trinity: father, son and 
Holy Spirit. Life in God is good. Life in God 
is Love. Hence, our mission is to proclaim 
the good news of life in the father, through 
the son and lead by the Holy Spirit. More-
over, life in the Blessed Trinity is truth. 
This truth comes to us as the Spirit of truth 
leads us to declare our faith and glorify God 
by our life. Love. Good. Truth. (Jn 15: 26-
27) (In the New Revised Standard Version, 
Second Catholic Edition, the word “good” is 

The Year of St. Joseph has been a 
bonanza for litany and consecration 
enthusiasts. 

Most recently church parishes 
gathered for a consecration to St. 
Joseph on May 1, the feast of St. Jo-
seph the Worker and the beginning 
of the Month of Mary. Some Holy 
Family ties evident there.

Then 19 days following the birth-
day of the church, Pentecost, the 
third member of the Holy Family 
and the second person of the Holy 
Trinity, Jesus, is honored in the 
feast of the Sacred Heart. The feast, 
which falls on a Friday, will be June 
11 this year.

Devotions to the Sacred Heart 
began with the early church fathers. 
The writings of the Benedictine and 
Cistercian monasteries revived the 
devotions in the 11th century.

In the 13th century St. Gertrude, 
a German Benedictine nun, had 
a vision on the feast of St. John 
the Evangelist in which Jesus al-
lowed her to rest her head near the 
wounds of his side. Tradition said 
as she listened to Christ’s heartbeat 
she spoke to St. John and asked if he 
had heard the heartbeat at the Last 
Supper and if so, why had he not 
spoken about it? St. John answered 
the revelation was saved for later 
ages when the world would need the 
rekindling of its own cold heart.

The devotion slowly spread and 
received a boost in the 17th cen-

tury when Jesus appeared to St. 
Margaret Mary Alacoque, a French 
Visitation nun, in several private 
revelations during the course of 18 
months. He revealed to St. Marga-
ret Mary the form of the devotion, 
chiefly receiving Communion on the 
first Friday of the month (known as 
“first Fridays”), eucharistic adora-
tion during a holy hour on Thurs-
days and the celebration of the feast 
of the Sacred Heart on the Friday 
after the Corpus Christi Octave.

St. Margaret Mary initially re-
ceived resistance to her efforts to 
follow the directions of Jesus in the 
visions, even within her own com-
munity. She was unable to convince 
theologians of the validity of her vi-
sions. 

The devotion was fostered by the 
Jesuits and Franciscans, but it was 
not until the 1928 encyclical “Miser-
entissimus Redemptor” by Pope 
Pius XI that the church validat-
ed the credibility of St. Margaret 
Mary’s visions of Jesus Christ in 
having “promised her that all those 
who rendered this honor to his 
heart would be endowed with an 
abundance of heavenly graces.” 

In 1856, Pope Pius IX  
established the feast of the  
Sacred Heart as obligatory for the 
whole church, to be celebrated  
on the Friday after Corpus Christi.  
In his 1899 Pope Leo XIII  
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In consultation with the Clergy Per-
sonnel Board, Bishop Michael G. Duca 
announced the following appointments 
effective July 1: 

Father David Allen, currently pastor 
of Holy Family Church in Port Allen, will 
retire from active parish administration. 
He will retain his diocesan assignment 
as Clergy Health Minister. 

Father Paul Counce, currently pastor 
of St. Joseph Cathedral in Baton Rouge, 
will retire from active parish adminis-
tration. He will retain his diocesan as-
signment as Judicial Vicar. 

Father J. Cary Bani, currently pastor 
of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church in St. 
Francisville, was appointed pastor of St. 
Joseph Cathedral. Father Bani will re-
tain his diocesan assignment as Director 
of Continuing Formation for Priests. 

Father Christopher Decker, current-
ly pastor of St. Frances Cabrini Church 
in Livonia, Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Church in Maringouin and St. Joseph 
Church in Grosse Tete, was appointed 
pastor of St. Mary of False River Church 
in New Roads. Father Decker will retain 
his diocesan assignment as Secretary for 
Communications. 

Father Brad Doyle, currently parochi-
al vicar of St. Margaret, Queen of Scot-
land Church in Albany, was appointed 
pastor of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel while 
also providing priestly ministry to the 
Louisiana State Penitentiary in Angola. 

Father Ryan Hallford, currently pa-
rochial vicar of St. Aloysius Church in 
Baton Rouge, was appointed pastor of 
Holy Family. Father Hallford will retain 
his diocesan assignment as Secretary for 

Evangelization. 
Father Joseph Vu, currently paro-

chial vicar of Holy Rosary Church in St. 
Amant, was appointed pastor of Holy 
Rosary. 

Father Arun John IMS was appointed 
administrator of St. Frances Cabrini, Im-
maculate Heart of Mary and St. Joseph. 

Father Paul Gros, currently parochi-
al vicar of St. George Church in Baton 
Rouge, was appointed parochial vicar of 
St. Margaret. Father Gros will retain his 
diocesan assignment as co-director for 
the Office of Formation for the Perma-
nent Diaconate. 

Father Joshua Johnson, currently 
pastor at Holy Rosary, was appointed pa-
rochial vicar of Christ the King Church 
and Student Center in Baton Rouge. Fa-
ther Johnson will retain his diocesan as-
signment as Vocations Director.

The bishop also announced the paro-
chial vicar appointments of Father David 
Dawson, Father Danny Roussel and Fa-
ther Taylor Sanford, who are scheduled 
to be ordained May 22.  

Bishop Duca appointed Father Daw-
son to St. George Church in Baton Rouge, 
Father Roussel to St. Aloysius Church in 
Baton Rouge and Father Sanford to  Im-
maculate Conception Church in Denham 
Springs. 

The bishop also made the following 
appointments for those scheduled to be 
ordained permanent deacons Aug. 14. 
The appointments are effective Aug. 16.

Deacon Glenn Farnet was appointed 
deacon assistant at St. George with his 
assigned Ministry of Charity to assist 
the Missionaries of Charity at St. Agnes 
Church in Baton Rouge. 

Deacon Glenn Hymel was appointed 
deacon assistant at St. Philip Church in 

Vacherie, St. James Church in St. James 
and Our Lady of Peace Church in Vache-
rie with his assigned Ministry of Charity 

to minister to the incarcerated at the St. 
James Parish Prison. 

SEE APPOINTMENTS PAGE 6
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Bishop Duca announces pastoral appointments

Called by N
wine: Catholic Women’s Conference

• Adoration 
• Confession 
• Prayer teams 
• Shopping 
• Lunch provided 
• Rafe

Saturday, July 24, 2021
8 a.m.-3 p.m. (8 a.m. Mass)

St. Aloysius, 2025 Stuart Ave., Baton Rouge

Cost:  
 $55 before July 1

 $65 after July 1

 $25 Religious sisters, 
          consecrated & 
          students
 $30 Viewed live 
          streamed

Featuring: Kelly Wahlquist, Sonja Corbitt,
ValLimer Jansen, Staci Gulino & 

Guest Speaker Erin Franco

ame

Women IN    New Evangelizationthe

Register at
CatholicVineyard.com
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The Diocese of Baton Rouge’s Works 
of Mercy program celebrated its 20th an-
niversary by continuing its tradition to 
helping those most in need. 

Catholic Charities of the Diocese of 
Baton Rouge, Line4Line and Rebuilding 
Baton Rouge Together were each award-
ed $6,000 checks by Bishop Michael G. 
Duca during the May 5 ceremony held 
at the Westerfield Center on the Catholic 
Life Center campus.

Bishop Duca said the Works of Mercy 
seeks organizations that he said are “re-
ally down and connecting with the indi-
viduals.

“Every one of you has done that in a 
particular way,” he said, adding that the 
organizations do not have to be Catholic 
but must have “that spirit of charity. And 
reaching out to those in need.”

The donation to CCDBR will be used 
to building its Parents and Children to-
gether Program. CCDBR provides an in-
tergenerational, peer visitation approach 
with a phone-app-based early education 
curriculum and an evidenced-based 
school readiness curriculum to help vul-

nerable families navigate the changing 
crises during a time of social isolation 
that exacerbates risks. 

They integrate case management, be-
havioral health and financial assistance, 
helping families emerge stronger.

“We go into homes to see what the 
challenges are that the family is facing 
and try to address those needs,” said 

Vickki Maloid, director of CCDBR’s PACT 
program. “We do it with love and care 
and try to nurture them so they can be 
more resilient.”

“We are all about the parents being 
their child’s first teacher and role model,” 
she said, adding that the program is cur-
rently serving 112 families.

Lucy Perera of Line4Line said the 

money will be used toward the organiza-
tion’s Summer Mobile Outreach program, 
which is a free eight-week camp for youth 
living in historically underserved areas 
of Baton Rouge. The program will serve 
100 youth weekly, operating one day a 
week in five different neighborhood parks 
and community partner sites, presenting 
hands-on activities that strengthen sum-
mer and COVID-19 learning loss, through 
a unique social emotionally grounded, 
culturally responsive curriculum.

“Our big thing is literacy,” Perera said. 
“We will be going out in a truck, setting 
up and reading with the children and do-
ing creative activities.”

The mission of Rebuilding Together 
Baton Rouge is to provide safe and secure 
housing, assuring that elderly homeown-
ers, veterans and people with disabilities 
have a safe and healthy house to live in. 
Julie Baxter Payer said the funding will 
be used to help Tabatha and Charles Wil-
son continue to rebuild their home, which 
was severely damaged in a fire more than 
18 months ago. 

Although the couple had insurance, 
the contractor absconded with the mon-
ey, forcing the Wilsons to live in a shed in 

SEE MERCY PAGE 14

Bishop Michael G. Duca, center, and Director of Stewardship Gwen Fairchild, far left, are 
pictured with 2021 Works of Mercy grantees, from left, Julie Baxter Payer, Rebuilding 
Together Baton Rouge; Vickki Maloid, Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Baton Rouge 
PACT Program; and O’Neil Curtis,  Line4Line. Photo by Richard Meek | The Catholic Commentator

Works of Mercy celebrates 20 years of helping the needy

CONGRATULATIONS, YOU SURVIVED 2020! CHOOSE TO THRIVE IN 2021.
The year 2020 wreaked havoc with pandemic, hurricanes, riots & family conflict.  

Lesson learned: If you FAIL to PLAN, you PLAN to FAIL.

Laura Poché
Author & Estate Planning 
& Administration Attorney

IF YOU WANT TO:

*Maintain family harmony and stay out of court instead of dealing with 
revenge lawsuits by disgruntled heirs after someone dies, 
*Protect against people having undue influence over estate settlement,
*Make your children’s future inheritance divorce proof,
*Manage conflicting interests when there are multiple marriages or 
blended families,
*Create a simple legal estate plan for your family in only 6-7 weeks and 
keep it up to date without it costing a fortune,
*Choose whether you need a Will, a Trust, or both,
*Protect your spouse and kids against the very costly and emotional 
Louisiana interdiction process in case you become disabled while alive,
*Maintain your financial privacy by keeping nosey neighbors, identity 
thieves and the government out of your daily life and estate settlement,
*Start the 5-year look-back period to qualify for Medicaid benefits to 
pay nursing home costs in the event of catastrophic illness,
*Provide for special needs persons without losing valuable benefits, 
AND/OR
*STOP worrying about your estate so you can ENJOY LIFE, THEN 
CALL 225.224.8099 to save your spot at one of our FREE events!

NEW! Guests Now Have 2 Options to Attend an EDUCATIONAL 
Event! Pick Your Pleasure & CALL TODAY TO REGISTER.

IMPORTANT GUIDELINES FOR OUR EDUCATIONAL EVENTS: Though “On Demand 
Webinars” are online, we do limit the number of people who can join a particular webinar to 
ensure personalized attention to those who are serious about getting their estate plan in place. 
Our “In Person Office Seminars” employ strict social distancing standards for everyone’s 
safety. All Events are open to FIRST-TIME ATTENDEES ONLY and current Poche’ Law Firm 
clients. The Events are geared towards people who intend to put a legal estate plan in place in 
the near future. Please have your personal calendar handy at the event should you decide to start 
your legal estate planning immediately! Finally, if married, both spouses must attend the Event 
to ensure that all decision-makers are involved in the family’s coordinated estate plan. Thank 
you for your attention to these important Event guidelines. *Non-Louisiana residents are 
invited to participate for a nominal fee. Please contact the office for details.  

EVENT OPTION 1—“ON DEMAND WEBINARS” To 
accommodate your busy schedule, we are now offering 
private online webinars available for viewing 24/7 ON 
DEMAND.  If you have about 2 1/2 hours to spare, please 
plan to join one of our ON DEMAND VIRTUAL WORK-
SHOPS via Zoom at any time of the day beginning on 
Wednesday May 12, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. and ending on 
Friday May 28, 2021 at 12:00 noon.

EVENT OPTION 2—“IN PERSON OFFICE SEMINARS” 
There is nothing better than attending an event “in person.” Now 
that we are in a new phase of re-entry and recovery, consider 
venturing outside to attend one of our IN PERSON OFFICE 
SEMINARS. All April In Person Workshops Will Take Place In 
Our Baton Rouge Office.*

•  Wednesday, May 19 - 11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
•  Wednesday, May 19 - 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
•  Thursday, May 20 2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
•  Friday, May 21, 2021 - 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon
•  Monday, May 24 - 11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
•  Tuesday, May 25 - 9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

(*)Baton Rouge Office Location: 4960 Bluebonnet Blvd, 
Suite C

Call 225-224-8099 To Register! Poché Estate Planning Law Firm, 4960 Bluebonnet Blvd., Suite C, Baton Rouge, LA 70809
 2315 Florida Street, Building 200, Suite 202, Mandeville, LA 70448 - By Appt. Only

What Her Clients Say

“When we received your advertisement in the 
newspaper, it seemed to be what we were looking 
for. We made the reservation of one of your 
seminars and we were not disappointed. In a 
clear, concise way you explained how we could 
avoid probate and how to make it easy for our 
children to know what our desires are concerning 
our health issues and our end-of-life desires. We 
appreciate the estate planning portfolio with the 
layman’s version of the estate plan. We also 
appreciate the layout of the portfolio along with 
the glossary of legal terms. Thank you Mrs. Poché 
for all your help.” Curtis & Pat Dockens, Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana

The year 2021 brings great hope with more resiliency than 
ever before, two COVID vaccines in Louisiana & family 
harmony.  Key to success: Hope for the best, but PLAN for the 
worst! Why not get your Legal Estate Plan in place now?  
Protecting your family will bring you PEACE OF MIND.

Seminar attendees receive a FREE copy of Laura Poche’s Book, 
“Estate Planning Advice by a Woman for Louisiana Women: A 
Guide for Both Men and Women About Wills, Trusts, Probate, 
Powers of Attorney, Medicaid, Living Wills and Taxes.”
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With a countdown and wave 
of his baton, Dr. Kevin Andry 
struck up the band at the year-
end Spring Concert at St. Mi-
chael the Archangel High School 
in Baton Rouge on April 27. 

The beautiful and sacred 
notes of Agnus Dei, performed 
by the percussion ensemble, 
opened the concert with sweet-
ness and calm to what has been, 
for many, a serious and demand-
ing school year. The following 
selection, “March: The Lion’s 
Gate” by Ralph Ford, with its 
sudden blasts of trumpets and 
wind instruments signaled to an 
auditorium full of mask-wearing 
family members sitting socially 
distanced apart that these band 
members and their leader had a 
truly triumphant year.

“There were times when I 
thought we would never get to 
playing music this year,” said 
Andry. “I knew I had to practice 
what I was preaching so I tried 
to never let the students know I 
was starting to lose hope. I put 
my trust in God and he deliv-
ered. No one in my band caught 
the virus by being exposed to it 
in band class.”

After Gov. John Bel Edwards 
began to ease statewide lock-
down restrictions, wind instru-
ments remained silent. Accord-
ing to Andry, scientific research 
revealed aerosols traveled out of 
the bell of an instrument when 
it was played. He said research 
from NAME (National Associ-
ation of Music Educators) also 
showed that with bell covers, the 
aerosols would travel two inches 
past the bell and because of ther-
mal heating (from breath) would 
go straight up into the ventila-
tion system. 

The beginning of the 2020-
21 school year for band students 
began with music theory and 
listening assignments, masks on 
and six-feet apart. By September, 
students were able to practice 
outdoors with bell coverings.

“It was different,” said se-
nior trumpet player Ben Messi-
na. “There was a huge learning 
curve because we had to learn to 
play socially distanced.” 

“It was hard to hear each oth-
er when we were playing because 
of social distancing,” said senior 
Kyla Fox. “Also, it took some get-
ting used to the mask I had to 
wear while I played my flute.” 

Indoor rehearsals, with safe-
ty measures in place, began by 
mid-September but opportuni-
ties to perform were extremely 
limited.

“Band camp, after-school 
marching band rehearsals and 
marching band contests were 
cancelled for the fall,” said 
Landry. “We eventually were al-
lowed to perform at four home 
football games, but because of 
safety concerns, transportation 
to and from the games was only 
provided by parents. Then, as 
fate would have it, two of those 
games were rained out.” 

With ever changing proto-
cols and expectations, the stu-
dents learned the importance 
of adapting to the circumstanc-
es. Senior Camille Hardee said 
things changed weekly in efforts 
to keep COVID-19 from spread-
ing among students, faculty and 
staff. Hardee said social distanc-
ing “zapped the fun out of the 
things that make band fun, like 
rides to and from football games, 
sharing meals with our friends 
before and after games and trav-
eling to festivals.” 

“The biggest challenge was 
not being able to know and in-
teract with new students,” said 
Hardee, who plays percussion. 
“As seniors, we get to help teach 
new students during band camp 
and after-school rehearsals 
during marching season. As a 
senior, I was looking forward to 
being able to do this, especially 
the drum line.”

Andry said students adapted 
well to varying expectations and 
credits their resilience with get-
ting through a difficult, changing 
environment. 

“I have some amazingly tal-
ented students,” he said. “The 
beautiful thing about teaching at 
a Catholic high school is I can in-
troduce my faith into every class 
and for every rehearsal or con-
cert we perform. I also focus on 
the positive, and I don’t dwell on 
things we cannot control.”

That positive attitude was the 
perfect antidote to so many dis-
appointments endured through-
out the end of the 2019-20 school 
year and the beginning of the 
2020-21 school year. Senior Ab-
igail McCurry, a flute player, ad-
mitted she couldn’t recall many 
funny moments but humor did 
help on occasion.

“Dr. Andry would lighten 
things up in class to get us to 
laugh and that kind of helped,” 

she said. “The lighter moments 
reminded us that we are still 
kids and sometimes it’s just fun 
being a kid.”

“I learned that we have to 
enjoy every moment we have 
because you never know when it 
could be your last. For example, 
at the end of last year’s march-
ing season, we were looking for-
ward to our senior year to make 
it the best one ever. We didn’t 
get to experience a true march-
ing band season this year,” she 
said. 

Though few and far between, 
the events the band was able to 
play were particularly poignant 
and memorable. Messina said his 
favorite memory was playing at 
the Moonlight and Jazz Concert 
at Chef John Folse’s White Oak 
Plantation, which was canceled 
in 2020. McCurry said her fa-
vorite event was a jazz ensemble 
performance in New Roads; Fox 
said she most enjoyed preparing 
for the Sacred Chamber recital 
at St. John Vianney Church in 
Baton Rouge. All of the concerts 
were held this spring. 

“I think my favorite mem-
ory was during an open house 
performance when I got caught 
up in the moment and realized 
just how good we sounded,” said 
Jackson Tolbert, a senior trum-
pet player.

“Music is an important part 
of the personal development of 
our students,” said SMHS princi-
pal Ellen Lee. “ ‘Doc’ Andry was 
determined that we would have 
an outstanding band program 
despite the pandemic.

“Doc always encourages his 
band students to use their gifts 
and talents in service to others 
and for the greater glory of God.”

The spring concert also of-
fered up some touching mo-
ments. Trombone player and 
vocalist Kasey Williams, also a 
senior, dedicated a song to his 
mother who was celebrating a 
birthday. 

And tuba player Brock Mul-
hearn took over the keyboard 
to debut his jazz song, “Cairo,” 
along with Hector Barraza on 
bass, Caleb Weise on drums, 
Messina on trumpet and Anto-
nio Barraza on alto saxophone. 
Andry also added a song to the 
lineup that will forever be asso-
ciated with the past year, “Acro-
nym Blues,” by Doug Beach.

“It’s a big band arrangement 
that I heard at the previous year’s 
All-State concert,” said Andry. “I 
handed them the music on the 
way out the door last March 13 

with the instructions, ‘Prepare 
to teach remotely for the next 3 
to 6 weeks.’ We made a valiant 
effort to learn individual parts 
and I even did a remote video of 
part of the work where students 
sent in videos of themselves 
playing their individual part and 
I edited everything together. It 
was good, but it was NOTHING 
like playing together.”

The band’s one final perfor-
mance scheduled to close out 
the school year – graduation. It 
seems fitting note to end this his-
torical, unprecedented year with 
a celebration. 

And, the 44 students that 
have made music happen during 
the past nine months will know 
that no matter the circumstanc-
es, “Doc” Andry and his band 
will play on.

Dr. Kevin Andry, band director at St. Michael High School in Baton Rouge, leads the band during the Spring 
Concert. Even with safety protocols from COVID-19, the band was able to play at two football games, a 
Christmas concert and a nearly full schedule of performances by the spring. According to Andry, it was an 
unusually active schedule compared to other high school bands throughout the school year. Photo by Bonny Van

Through the pandemic the music played on
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Does purgatory really exist?/Children at Mass

“In consultation with the Clergy 
Personnel Board, Bishop Michael 
G. Duca announced the following 

appointments effective July 1.”

Q Does purgatory really exist?

A Yes, purgatory exists; referenc-
es are made in the Bible and in 
the Catechism of the Catholic 

Church.  
Although the actual word purgatory 

is not in the Bible, the reference is there.  
Scripture is clear 
when it speaks of 
heaven, “… nothing 
unclean will enter 
it” (Rv 21:27).  In 
other words, we 
must be purified of 
all attachment to sin 
before we can enter 
into heaven.  Another 
biblical passage that 
alludes to purgatory 
is in Chapter 12 of 
the Second Book of 
Maccabees where 
Judas Maccabeus 
and his army prayed 
for those who had 
fallen in battle while 
fighting for the Lord, 
asking that their 
sinful deeds would be wiped away: “… for 
if he were not expecting the fallen to rise 
again, it would have been superfluous 
and foolish to pray for the dead.  But if 
he did this with a view to the splendid 

reward that awaits those who had gone to 
rest in godliness, it was a holy and pious 
thought” (2 Mc 12:44-45). 

Paragraphs 1030 and 1031 of the Cate-
chism states:  “All who die in God’s grace 
and friendship, but still imperfectly pu-
rified, are indeed assured of their eternal 
salvation; but, after death they undergo 
purification, so as to achieve the holiness 

necessary to enter the 
joy of heaven.  The 
church gives the name 
purgatory to this final 
purification. ”  

Paragraph 1472 
goes on to state: “ev-
ery sin, even venial, 
entails an unhealthy 
attachment to crea-
tures, which must be 
purified either here on 
earth, or after death in 
the state call purga-
tory.”

Our ultimate goal 
in this life should be 
to get to heaven, but 
how many of us are 
completely purified, 
with no attachment 

to sin, at the time of our death?  Most 
of us will need purgatory to be purified 
because God’s “eyes are too pure to look 
upon wickedness and the sight of evil 
(He) cannot endure” (Hb 1:13).      

Q  Should I bring my small children 
to sit in the pews with me during 
Mass?  They might cry and dis-

rupt the congregation.

A Yes, it is appropriate. In fact you 
are encouraged to bring your 
small children into church during 

the Mass, regardless of their age.  This 
will help form their faith and help them 
to be able to fully participate in the eu-
charistic celebration.  Children are part 
of the church, as much as the rest of us; 
we are all one body.  And, let’s not forget 
what Jesus said:  “Let the children come 
to me and do not prevent them; for the 
kingdom of heaven belongs to such as 
these” (Mt 19:14).

Here are some tips that will hopefully 
make bringing your child to church a 
more pleasant experience:

For toddlers, feed them and change 
their diaper before Mass.  

Pack a special bag for church.  Include 
a religious themed book, colors and a 
coloring book, diapers and maybe even a 
snack for the little ones.  

Arrive early, to get you and your child 
settled before Mass.

If you have toddlers, sit in a pew close 
to the cry room.  Try to avoid going di-
rectly to the cry room to put them down 
to play.  We don’t want your children to 
think of the cry room as a “play” room.  
However, if needed, go to the cry room, 
until they quiet down, then return to 

your pew.
If your children are a little older, sit 

in one of the first pews so that they can 
see what is going on.  This will help them 
understand what is taking place.  Some-
times, you might have to explain quietly 
what is happening.

If your child cries during Mass, that’s 
OK.  Many years ago when my wife and 
I lived in Houma, we would go down the 
bayou to St. Anthony’s Church.  One Sun-
day, while Father (Gerald) Hayes was giv-
ing his sermon, there were several babies 
crying.  He stopped his homily and said 
“Don’t worry about the babies crying.  
They are just saying their prayers!”  

If your children are good during Mass, 
praise them.  Maybe even give them a 
special treat.

Don’t get frustrated.  Bring them to 
church, if at all possible.  Sometimes it’s 
not about us; it’s about passing your faith 
on to your children. Be patient!

Many parishioners love to see small 
children at Mass.  Don’t be surprised if 
someone thanks you for bringing them to 
church.  Sometimes, you might not feel 
that you are getting much out of Mass, 
but do the best you can and let God do 
the rest.

DEACON HOOPER is a deacon assistant 
at Immaculate Conception Church in 
Denham Springs. He can be reached at 
ghooper@diobr.org.

Stump the Deacon  
Deacon George Hooper

APPOINTMENTS 
From page 3

Deacon Michael Parker was 
appointed deacon assistant at 
Holy Rosary with his assigned 
Ministry of Charity to serve as 
assistant chaplain at St. Michael 
the Archangel Diocesan Region-
al High School in Baton Rouge. 

Deacon Eulis Simien was ap-
pointed as deacon assistant at 
Sacred Heart of Jesus Church in 
Baton Rouge with his assigned 
Ministry of Charity to the poor 
and disenfranchised at the Ba-
ton Rouge Chapter of the Society 
of St. Vincent de Paul. 

Deacon Paul Soileau was ap-
pointed deacon assistant at St. 
Thomas More Church in Baton 
Rouge with his assigned Minis-
try of Charity to minister to the 
infirm at Oschner’s O’Neal Cam-
pus. 

Deacon Robert Templet was 
appointed deacon assistant at St. 
Anne Church in Sorrento and St. 
Anthony Church in Darrow with 
his assigned Ministry of Charity 
to minister to the infirm at Our 
Lady of the Lake – Ascension. 

Father Allen, a native of Ba-

ton Rouge, was ordained April 
28, 1978 at Our Lady of Mer-
cy Church in Baton Rouge by 
Bishop Joseph J. Sullivan. He 
served as an associate pastor at 
Ascension of Our Lord Church 
in Donaldsonville, St. Jean Vi-
anney Church in Baton Rouge, 
St. Clement of Rome 
Church in Plaque-
mine, administrator 
at Immaculate of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 
Church in Lakeland, 
St. Frances Xavier 
Church, St. Isidore 
the Farmer Church in 
Baker and St. Pius X 
Church in Baton Rouge.

Father Allen served as pastor 
at St. Jude the Apostle Church in 
Baton Rouge. 

Baton Rouge native Father 
Bani was ordained May 26, 
2007 at St. Joseph Cathedral by 
Bishop Robert W. Muench. He 
has served as parochial vicar at 
St. John the Evangelist Church 
in Prairieville, Christ the King, 
and pastor at Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel. 

Father Counce, who is a native 
of New Orleans, was ordained 

Aug. 24, 1979 at Our Lady of 
Mercy by Bishop Sullivan. Fa-
ther Counce has served as paro-
chial vicar at St. Theresa of Avila 
Church in Gonzales, St. Joseph 
the Worker Church in Pierre Part 
and pastor at St. Pius X. 

Father Counce, who has 

served as judicial vicar since 
1994, was also administrator at 
St. Theresa of Avila, St. Gabriel 
Church in St. Gabriel. He also 
served as adjutant judicial vicar 
and vice-chancellor for the dio-
cese. 

Father Decker, who was born 
in Metairie, was ordained May 
26, 2007 by Bishop Muench at 
St. Joseph Cathedral. Father 
Decker, currently the Secretary 
for Communications, served as 
parochial vicar at Immaculate 
Conception, St. Jude and St. 

Thomas More, and administra-
tor at St. Thomas More. 

Father Decker also served as 
pastor at St. James Church in St. 
James.

Father Doyle, a Metairie na-
tive, was ordained May 30, 2015 
by Bishop Muench at St. Joseph 

Cathedral. He has 
served as parochial 
vicar at St. George, 
Our Lady of Peace 
Church and St. Phil-
ip Church, both in 
Vacherie, St. James 
Church in St. James 
and St. Margaret.

Baton Rouge na-
tive Father Gros was ordained 
May  30, 2009 by Bishop 
Muench at St. Joseph Cathe-
dral. He has served as parochi-
al vicar at Immaculate Concep-
tion, Christ the King, St. Joseph 
Church in Paulina, St. Michael 
Church in Convent and Most 
Sacred Heart of Jesus Church 
in Gramercy. 

Father Gros has served as 
pastor at St. Anne Church in Na-
poleonville and Assumption of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary Church 
in Plattenville.

He is also the director of the 
Continuing Formation Diacon-
ate.

Father Hallford, who is from 
Slidell, was ordained May 27, 
2017 at St. Joseph Cathedral by 
Bishop Muench. 

Father Hallford, who is the 
Secretary for Evangelization, 
has served as parochial vicar 
at Holy Family, St. Jude and St. 
Aloysius.

Father Johnson, who is from 
Baton Rouge, was ordained May 
31, 2014 at Sacred Heart of Je-
sus Church in Baton Rouge by 
Bishop Muench. Father Johnson 
has served as parochial vicar at 
Christ the King, St. Aloysius and 
in 2020 was appointed Director 
of Vocations.

Father Vu, a native of Baton 
Rouge, was ordained by Bish-
op Muench on May 25, 2013 at 
St. Joseph Cathedral. Father Vu 
has served as parochial vicar at 
Christ the King and Holy Rosary 
and administrator at St. Anne, 
Assumption of the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary, St. Philomena Church 
in Labadieville, St. Anne, As-
sumption of the Most Virgin 
Mary.
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By Debbie Shelley
The Catholic Commentator

Growing up, Amy LeJeune’s friends 
dreamed about meeting Prince Charm-
ing, getting married and picking out 
names for future children. LeJeune knew 
God had a purpose for her life but wasn’t 
sure if that would include marriage and 
family.

But in acting upon what she did know, 
that she was called to service, LeJeune 
found her vocation in marriage and moth-
erhood as a foster and adoptive mom. 
During this Marian month of May, which 
honors biological and spiritual mother-
hood, LeJeune talked about the special 
mission of helping heal children and bro-
ken families through foster care.

As a young adult LeJeune considered 
joining the Carmelite community. Having 
difficulty making a decision, a Carmelite 
nun nudged her along and asked, “Why 
haven’t you said yes yet? Why haven’t you 
jumped into your vocation?’ ” 

LeJeune responded, “Well, I’ll have to 
pray about it.” 

After doing so, she found that wasn’t 
her calling. She attended college at the 
University of Louisiana in Lafayette and 
became a member of Our Lady of Wisdom 
Church and Catholic Center on campus. A 
friend there asked her to attend a young 
adult retreat in Eunice where she met her 
husband, Paul.

After they married, the 
LeJeune’s thought they would 
have children. When they dis-
covered they had infertility 
issues, they prayed for God to 
reveal his plans for them as a 
couple.

When Paul was offered a 
job in Denham Springs, the 
couple moved there. One 
thing the couple discovered 
was Livingston civil Parish 
had the highest number of 
children in foster care in the 
state.

“We were on one of our 
evening walks and talking 
about our future plans. Paul 
said, ‘Well, why haven’t we 
said yes yet? We have a house 
and there are kids who need 
a home.’ ” 

So they went through fos-
ter care training.

“By the end of the presen-
tation, we felt we were pre-
pared for it and were called to do this and 
could do this,” said LeJeune.

An hour after the LeJeunes received 
an email notifying them they were certi-
fied in the state of Louisiana to provide 
foster care, they received notice there was 
a three-month old girl, Ember, and four-
year-old boy that needed to be placed. 
They said yes.

“So we went from 
having no children 
to two children in an 
hour; it was crazy,” said 
LeJuene. “Luckily, our 
neighbors and com-
munity wrapped their 
arms around us.”

Two weeks later they 
received a call saying 
that two more boys 
needed to be placed. 
Lejeune laughed and 
said, “Are you crazy?” to 
the caseworker because 
the couple was still ad-
justing to taking care of 
the first two children. 
The caseworker said, 
“hear me out” and gave 
her some background 
on the boys. When the 
caseworker asked if 
they would take in one 
of the boys, LeJeune 
said she would talk to 
Paul about it.

At the end of the call, 
the caseworker told Le-
Jeune, “I forgot to tell 
you the boy’s name. His name is Maxi-
mus.”

LeJuene said one of the first dates she 
had with Paul was to see the animated 
feature “Tangles.” Maximus is a palace 

horse for the Royal Guard in the film.
“(At the time) we said, ‘That’s it, we’re 

going to have a boy and we’re going to 
name him Maximus,’ ” LeJeune said.

When she talked to Paul about taking 
in Maximus, he said, “I don’t care what we 
have to do. He’s our son.” 

“And sure enough here came our blond 
hair, blue-eyed little boy,” LeJeune said 

with a grateful smile.
Since then, the LeJeune’s have taken in 

Kye, whose adoption is scheduled May 27. 
The adoption will be celebrated with a Toy 
Story themed party.

LeJeune’s experiences moved to help 
other foster parents. In 
2019, she and fellow fos-
ter mom Shayna Landry 
founded the Family Vil-
lage, formerly the Foster 
Village, north of Walk-
er. When they met, Le-
Jeune and Landry had 
each been collecting 
donations and helping 
families swap items they 
needed to care for chil-
dren of different ages. 
They decided to expand 
their efforts and estab-
lished the organization.  

Family Village pro-
vides emergency clothes, 
uniforms, bedding and 
formula to new foster 
parents, as well as a com-
munity center for foster 
parents and children to 
meet and get to know one 
another. Only two years 
old, the Family Village 

won the 2019 Livingston Parish Chamber 
of Commerce Community Impact Award 
and was recently selected a winner of the 
“Angels in Adoption” award, which is giv-
en to groups or individuals whose contri-
butions in the fields of adoption or foster 
care have an impact on a national scale.

Rather than bask in the accolades that 
the Family Village has received, LeJeune 

prefers that the highlight be on parents 
who have opened their home to children 
whose broken family circumstances have 
caused them to be removed from their 
home and placed in the care of others. 
Many have experienced trauma. Some 
have seen one or both parents arrested in 
the middle of the night and whisked away. 
Some children’s parents, through addic-
tions, financial or mental instability, are 
unable to take care of them. 

Sometimes there is a lot of paperwork 
on the child’s background when they are 
brought into a foster home, sometimes it 
is scant and may take a long time to come.

The hope is always that the families 
will be reunited, and sometimes parents 
are able to get help and that happy day 
arrives. 

Keeping this in mind, foster parents 
must take in children with open doors, 
hearts and hands, to both receive and re-
lease, according to LeJeune. 

“It’s okay to grieve, to cry when they 
leave,” said LeJeune. “But you ultimately 
trust that you have made an impression 
and that God has a reason that you don’t 
know about.”

She said that’s why it’s important to 
view foster parenting as a ministry. 

“I constantly tell people they are not 
your children, they are God’s children,” 
LeJeune said. 

And believing you can never have too 
much love, the LeJeunes have two va-
cant beds upstairs from when they were 
recently put on notice that they may have 
twins placed with them, but the children 
were placed in other homes.

“We’re just waiting for the call,” Le-
Jeune smiled.

Amy LeJeune provides love and support for children in the foster care system as a foster and adoptive mom. 
In the process she is enlarging her family through ongoing relationships with the children’s biological fam-
ilies. Here she is pictured with her adopted children, from left, Maximus, 5, and Ember, 3 and soon to be 
adopted Kye, 2. Photos by Debbie Shelley | The Catholic Commentator

Amy LeJeune with her adopted children, from left, Ember, 3, soon to be 
adopted Kye, 2, and Maximus. 5.

Mom finally answers her call through foster care
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The monstrance was placed on Father Palermo’s personal altar, which was made out of 
250-year-old cypress by one of his former parishioners at St. Isidore Church in Baker.

The portable chapel built by volunteers from St. Joseph Church in French Settlement was 
the brainchild of pastor Father Jason Palermo. Photos provided by Father Jason Palermo

The 12-foot by 16-foot chapel features 13 panels and a roof 
structure. 

The walls feature stained glass windows, which are actu-
ally photos of stained glass placed on plexigas.

Dim lighting provides a spiritual atmosphere, condu-
cive to praying in adoration.

Portable chapel allows for adoration
By Richard Meek

The Catholic Commentator

Earlier this spring Father Jason Paler-
mo, a quasi-maestro of project building, 
found  himself in a conundrum.

As the statewide chaplain for the Cath-
olic Daughters of American, Father Paler-
mo, who is the pastor of St. Joseph Church 
in French Settlement and St. Stephen the 
Martyr Church in Maurepas, was charged 
with coordinating the spiritual activities 
for the biennial convention, which was 
planned at the Alexandria Convention 
Center in Alexandria. Naturally, liturgy 
planning was included among his respon-
sibilities but setting up a place for eucha-
rastic adoration was also included.

He was told that traditionally a room 
in the convention center was set aside for 
prayer, minus the traditional trappings of 
a small chapel.

“I’m like ‘oh, that’s fun,’ “ Father Pal-
ermo said with his good natured humor. 
”I don’t have anything against adoration 
but I have always found it difficult at other 
conventions to pray in the exhibition hall 
environment.”

He suggested establishing a setting 
that did not have the conference center 
feeling. But as the discussion with con-

vention leaders, Father Palmer threw 
out the idea of building a portable chap-
el, one that could be constructed in sec-
tions and travel to venues where Catholic 
conventions were held and adoration was 
requested. Father Palermo immediately 
recognized he had taken on his next chal-
lenge and met with Deacon Leon Murphy 
and Deacon James to discuss the idea. 
But there was one more call to make and 
that was to  St. Stephen maintenance di-
rector Jason Cates. 

Cates and Father Palermo were fresh 
off of an intense construction project of 
replacing the platform on the altar at St. 
Joseph to increase seating capacity and 
were still recuperating.

After a bit of convincing Cates signed 
on and four weeks out from the April con-
vention and, armed with a $4,000 Team 
Heaven  grant and wood donated from a 
parishioner, construction began.

Father Palermo cranked up a table saw 
that had been previously donated and the 
chapel rapidly took shape in the fireworks 
building. Long tables where Father Paler-
mo does his many woodworking projects 
were used to cut the panels and members 
of the St. Joseph and St. Stephen CDA 
chapter began painting.

The result is a dazzling 12-foot by 16-

foot building featuring photos of stained 
glass windows that have been pressed 
onto Plexiglas, giving the appearance of 
an authentic window.  Remarkably, the 
four-foot by eight-foot ceiling has as its 
wallpaper the ceiling of the Sistine Chap-
el.

The chapel includes 13 panels and 
a roof structure which Father Palermo 
called a “design feat in itself.” The ceiling 
includes four cross beams and foam pan-
els to fill in gaps.

The chapel also includes a four-foot 
opening on the front, and inside features 
Father Palermo’s personal altar, which  
was crafted from 250-year-old cypress 
by Joe Daigle, when Father Palermo was 
serving at St. Isidore Church in Baker.

At its tallest point the chapel stands 12 
feet high.

Once completed the next challenge 
transporting it to Alexandria, which was 
accomplished via a trailer donated for 
that particular trip, and have it set up in 
time for the beginning of the CDA conven-
tion. Assembly time takes about three to 
four hours, and with only three minutes 
to spare the chapel was ready, replete with 
monstrance in place.

Chapel hours coincided with conven-
tion hours and adorers worked in shifts.

“The ladies loved it,” said Father Pal-
ermo, his voice reflecting a deep sense of 
pride sprinkled with a dash of relief. “It 
was well attended. Curiosity  led people to 
it and they came back. It was there to lead 
people to Jesus.”

Father Palermo said he is pleased with 
the result, considering “it was probably 
the first time in Louisiana someone built 
a portable chapel with this amount of de-
tail involved in it.”

Modifications are next up, especially 
along the roof structure. Also under con-
sideration is potentially using a different 
material on the roof panels.

Stenciling in stats onto the ceiling is 
also a priority.

“I foresee (the chapel) really made for 
the use of the greater church,” Father Pal-
ermo said. “I foresee this being used at 
Catholic conventions and youth gather-
ings where you would like to have adora-
tion of the Blessed Sacrament and create 
the environment of a miniature church. 

Anyone interested in using the chapel 
for their Catholic event can call St. Jo-
seph. Father Palermo said a small stipend 
will be charged to recoup transportation 
and setup costs. 

For more information, contact Father 
Palermo at 225-698-3110. 



May 21, 2021  The Catholic Commentator   9

By NIcole Jones
Special to The Catholic Commentator

Middle schoolers from the Diocese of 
Baton Rouge were given a chance to learn 
what it truly means to 
belong and how they 
can foster belonging in 
community at a junior 
high retreat April 30 – 
May 2 at Camp Abbey 
in Covington. 

The theme of the 
retreat was “Belong” and the youth were 
taught that their true belonging can only 
be found in the Sacred Heart of Christ. 

Throughout the weekend, the retreat-
ants were able to play Hooman Foosball 
(life-sized and socially distanced foos-
ball), compete in relay races and go head-
to-head in a Capture the Flag Paint War. 

The youth heard from dynamic speak-
ers during the retreat. Michaelyn McGin-
nis, director of Christian formation at St. 
Jude the Apostle Church in Baton Rouge, 
talked about humans seek belonging. 
West Giffin, associate director of youth 
and young adult ministry of the Diocese 
of Baton Rouge, talked to the boys about 
facing fear and shame. The girls’ talk, 
presented by Nicole Jones, coordinator of 
youth and young adult ministry, focused 
on the importance of fostering belonging 
in feminine community using the exam-

ples of St. Elizabeth and Mary.
The retreat also included adoration 

before the Blessed Sacrament, praise and 
worship and confession.

 Before adoration, Father Mathew 
Dunn, parochial vicar at 
St. John the Evangelist 
Church in Prairieville, 
talked about how hearts 
will only truly belong in 
and to the Sacred Heart.

Catherine Blanchard, 
a graduate of Francis-

can Missionaries of Our Lady University 
in Baton Rouge who’s been hired to teach 
theology at St. Michael the Archangel 
School in Baton Rouge, gave the closing 
talk. Her presentation focused on growing 
a culture of belonging and sharing what 
the youth talked about that weekend.

 Jones reflected on the fun and healing 
tone of the retreat.

 “Being able to see the kids come to-
gether and experience such pure joy after 
such a crazy year brought tears to my eyes 
multiple times throughout the weekend. 

“Our biggest prayer leading up to this 
retreat was that each retreatant, chaper-
one, small group leader and guest would 
leave the retreat knowing that they be-
long, not only to one another but to Christ 
and his Sacred Heart as well. I think our 
prayer was answered in the most beauti-
ful way.”

Covered with paint following a game of Capture the Flag Paint War are, from left, Will 
Clark, Katie Fairchild, Jordan Kish, Kayley Matthews, Tori LaBelle, Father Mathew Dunn, 
Melissa Harshbarger, West Giffin, Michaelyn McGinnis and Lizzie Beauchamp. Photo by Nicole 
Jones | Office of Youth and Young Adult Ministry, Diocese of Baton Rouge 

Retreat attendees had a good time dousing each other with paint during the diocesan 
junior high retreat at Camp Abbey in Covington. Photo by Christian Benoit

Gathered together at the retreat are, back row, from left, Emily Cuccia 
and Kirra Duplantis; and front row,  Sadie Bowman and Lexi Myers. 
Photo by Nicole Jones | Office of Youth and Young Adult Ministry, Diocese of Baton Rouge 

LEFT: Noah  Dupaquier, left,  and his 
small group leader, Jordan Kish. Photo by 
Nicole Jones | Office of Youth and Young Adult Ministry, 
Diocese of Baton Rouge 

BOTTOM LEFT: Sadie Bowman throws a 
cup of paint on her youth minister at 
Our Lady of Mercy Church in Baton 
Rouge, Tori LaBelle. Photo by Christian Benoit

BELOW: Sadie Bowman plays Face the 
Cookie during small group relays. Photo 
by Nicole Jones | Office of Youth and Young Adult Minis-
try, Diocese of Baton Rouge 

Fostering community
mission of youth retreat



10   The Catholic Commentator  May 21, 2021LEFT PAGE

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

The devastating consequence of 
Guatemalan poverty rarely gets covered 
in the news. Occasionally, the world 
is told about some act of crime or 
violence in the country, a symptom of 
the desperation poverty creates, but 
we seldom hear about the silent killer 
tragically impacting Guatemala’s poorest 
families — malnutrition. 

Extreme hunger and the medical 
hardships it creates impact thousands 

of Guatemalans without drawing much 
attention from the world at large, even 
though most of the victims are babies 
and young children. Only local Catholic 
leaders seem to have found solutions 
to this crisis, and it is their efforts to 
provide nutritious food to the poor on a 
regular basis that have begun to make a 
difference.

“Malnutrition has a terrible impact 
on poor children, and this crisis is 
particularly deadly in Guatemala’s 
remote, rural regions. There, where 
families live too far from hospitals or 
clinics capable of helping them, a serious 
lack of resources and inadequate food 
production create the perfect conditions 
for malnutrition to thrive,” explained 
James Cavnar, president of Cross 
Catholic Outreach, a major Catholic 
charity working with local leaders to find 
solutions. “Poor mothers are forced to 
choose which of their children to feed on 
a given day, and they watch in despair as 
their sons and daughters weaken, grow 
gaunt and lose the will to live.”

Cavnar went on to explain the 
major difference between hunger and 
malnutrition.

 “Most Americans think of hunger 
as a temporary thing — a pain that will 
eventually be relieved — and praise God, 
that’s often the case. A child in the U.S. 
may go hungry at times, but that hunger 
isn’t usually a life-threatening issue,” he 
said. “Guatemalan children showing signs 
of malnutrition have typically endured 
hunger for weeks or months on end, and 
at that point, they begin to manifest signs 
of mental and physical damage that may 
become irreversible.”

Stunted growth is one of the most 
common physical problems Cavnar has 
seen, and the harm it does to a child’s 
body is lasting. 

“You can imagine the pain this creates 

for parents. When they are poor and have 
no food to offer their children, they begin 
to feel powerless to stop the decline their 
sons and daughters are experiencing,” 
Cavnar said. “Travel into rural areas of 
Guatemala and you will meet many poor 
mothers who live in despair, feeling they 
will never be able to provide relief for 
their suffering little ones without some 
kind of outside help.”

Thankfully, Church leaders in 
Guatemala have a heart for the poor 
and marginalized, and they are working 
in partnership with Cross Catholic 
Outreach to distribute food where it 
is needed most. (see related story on 
opposite page.)

“Right now, we are developing a 
feeding outreach in the Diocese of 
Suchitepéquez-Retalhuleu to address the 
needs of its rural Guatemalan families,” 
Cavnar said. “These local Catholic 
leaders were eager to supply food to 
the vulnerable in their diocese, but they 

needed help to put the right programs in 
place. Cross Catholic Outreach will be 
involved, of course, and we are hoping 
and praying American Catholics will 
want to add their support as well. The 
more who contribute to this mission of 
mercy, the more we can accomplish. So 
we are asking for people to be generous 
in their response.” 

Readers interested in supporting 
Cross Catholic Outreach food 
programs and other outreaches to 
the poor can contribute through the 
ministry brochure inserted in this issue 
or send tax-deductible gifts to: Cross 
Catholic Outreach, Dept. AC01730, 
PO Box 97168, Washington DC 20090-
7168. The ministry has a special need 
for partners willing to make gifts on 
a monthly basis. Use the inserted 
brochure to become a Mission Partner 
or write “Monthly Mission Partner” 
on mailed checks to be contacted about 
setting up those arrangements.

Cross Catholic Outreach 
Committed To Stopping “Silent 

Killer” of Guatemala’s Poor

Cross Catholic Outreach Endorsed by More Than 100 Bishops, Archbishops

In the Diocese of Suchitepéquez-Retalhuleu, rural communities are relying on help to 
obtain the food they need to reduce the risk of malnutrition among children.

Cross Catholic Outreach’s range of relief 
work to help the poor overseas continues 
to be recognized by a growing number of 
Catholic leaders in the U.S. and abroad.

“We’ve received more than 100 
endorsements from bishops and 
archbishops,” explained Jim Cavnar, 
president of Cross Catholic Outreach. 
“They’re moved by the fact that we’ve 
launched outreaches in almost 40 countries 
and have undertaken a variety of projects 
— everything from feeding the hungry 
and housing the homeless to supplying 

safe water and supporting educational 
opportunities for the poorest of the poor. 
The bishops have also been impressed 
by Cross Catholic Outreach’s direct and 
meaningful responses to emergency 
situations, most recently by providing 
food, medicines and other resources to 
partners in Nicaragua, Honduras and 
Guatemala impacted by natural disasters.”

Bishop Ronald W. Gainer of 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, supports this 
mission, writing, “What a joy it is to be 
part of the Lord’s redemptive work and 

to manifest his mercy on Earth by caring 
for our neighbors in need.” 

In addition to praising CCO’s 
accomplishments, many of the bishops 
and archbishops are encouraged that 
pontifical canonical status was conferred 
on the charity in September 2015, 
granting it approval as an official 
Catholic organization. This allows 
CCO to participate in the mission of the 
Church and to give a concrete witness to 
Gospel charity, in collaboration with the 
Holy Father. 

“Your work with the Dicastery 
for Promoting Integral Human 
Development is a strong endorsement 
of your partnership with the work of 
the Universal Church,” Archbishop 
Salvatore Cordileone of San Francisco 
said. “By providing hope to the faithful 
overseas by feeding the hungry, clothing 
the naked, delivering medical relief to 
the sick and sheltering the homeless, as 
well as through self-help projects, you 
are embodying the papal encyclical Deus 
Caritas Est.
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In the department of Suchitepéquez, 
Guatemala, poor families typically rely 
on farming for survival, and because 
their remote villages are isolated, many 
become very dependent on the success of 
their local harvest. This becomes a very 
dangerous gamble in years when nature 
does not cooperate. 

“When harvests are poor, work 
opportunities and crop yields literally 
dry up, leading to low household 
incomes and a critical shortage of food,” 
explained James Cavnar, president of 
Cross Catholic Outreach, a respected 
Catholic charity working in the region. 
“That’s the kind of situation the people 

are facing now. Their access to food has 
become very limited and families are 
suffering as a result.”

When Cavnar encountered this crisis 
on a visit to Guatemala, it immediately 
reminded him of a passage in Chapter 16 
of the Gospel of Luke, he said.

“There in Luke, Jesus tells a parable 
about a poor man living on the doorstep of 
a man with plenty. The poor man’s needs 
are ignored, though he longs for something 
simple — just the scraps from the rich 
man’s table. When both die, the affluent 
man is rebuked for turning away from a 
situation he could easily have helped solve. 
Simply put, he ignores a neighbor in need. 
I believe we are faced with a modern-
day example of that parable today in 
Guatemala, a country so close to our own.”

 Statistics certainly back up Cavnar’s 
view. Guatemala — less than a three-
hour flight from Houston or Miami — 
has the highest levels of extreme hunger 
in Latin America or the Caribbean, and 
the fourth-highest level in the world. 
With their limited access to employment 
and educational opportunities, many of 

the country’s remote indigenous people 
have begun feeling hopeless. Some have 
resigned themselves to eating one small 
meal of tortillas each day, and they are in 
anguish, seeing their children languishing 
on the brink of starvation as a result.

Thankfully, Bishop Pablo 
Vizcaíno and Caritas of the Diocese 
of Suchitepéquez-Retalhuleu have 
developed a strategic plan to rescue 
these children and set their families on 
the path to long-term health through 
improved nutrition. In partnership 
with Cross Catholic Outreach, major 
food shipments will be secured and 
distributed to those who need help most.

“The story of Lazarus and the rich 
man taught us an important lesson about 
helping a neighbor in need, and we 
should take it to heart as we consider the 
suffering going on at our doorstep, there 
in Guatemala,” Cavnar said. “My team 
is committed to providing the food these 
desperate families need, and I’m confident 
Catholics throughout the U.S. will join 
our cause by helping to sponsor those 
shipments. This suffering must end.”

To combat Guatemala’s hunger crisis, 
Cross Catholic Outreach has a simple 
but effective plan to deliver scientifically 
formulated food packets they call Vitafood. 
This fortified rice product, specifically 
designed to reverse the effects of child 
malnutrition, can be packed in large 
shipping containers and cost-effectively 
sent to Catholic programs capable of 
bringing them through customs and 
effectively delivering them to the families 
with the greatest need. A single container 
of Vitafood can make a big impact, 
according to Cavnar.

“Vitafood is extremely flexible. It 
is rice or lentil based, and it comes in 

several different varieties. It can be 
prepared straight from the package or 
flavored with additional ingredients to 
suit local tastes,” he explained. “No 
matter how it is prepared, its nutritional 
value remains the same, providing the 
optimal balance of vitamins, minerals, 
protein, fiber, fat and carbohydrates that 
a child’s hungry body needs. What’s 
more, because these Vitafood meals are 
donated to us, we only need to cover 
shipping costs to deliver the food to 

our diocese partner in Guatemala. That 
means every $0.15 cents donated can 
help put 6 nutritious meals in the hands 
of a family in need.”

Cavnar’s current goal, he said, is 
to secure the support of American 
Catholics to fund the effort.

“The diocese is eager for the help, and 
we have the logistics settled. What we 
need now is the support of compassionate 
Catholics willing to help a neighbor in 
need.”

A “Neighbor in Need” Appeals to American 
Catholics for Help During Serious Food Crisis

The men and women in Guatemala work very hard to provide for their children, but 
bad weather can destroy their crops and strip away their earnings. At those times, the 
Church must step in and help.

How to Help
To fund Cross Catholic Outreach’s effort to help 
the poor worldwide, use the postage-paid brochure 
inserted in this newspaper or mail your gift to Cross 
Catholic Outreach, Dept. AC01730, PO Box 97168, 
Washington DC 20090-7168. The brochure also 
includes instructions on becoming a Mission Partner 
and making a regular monthly donation to this cause. 
If you identify an aid project, 100% of the donation will be restricted to be used for that 
specific project. However, if more is raised for the project than needed, funds will be 
redirected to other urgent needs in the ministry.

RIGHT PAGE
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FAITH SEEKING UNDERSTANDING

SUMMER 2021

A Special Section of
The Catholic Commentator

  A keepsake special section is designed to honor 
graduates from the Diocese of Baton Rouge naming 
each graduate from the Catholic high schools 
and university in the diocese with pictures of the 
valedictorians and salutatorians. 
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to the graduates and promote your school’s 
accomplishments, or promote your business to these 
young future leaders and their parents.
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fax 225-336-8710

consecrated the entire world to the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus in his encyclical “Annum Sacrum.” 

Act of Consecration to the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
O Sacred Heart of Jesus, to Thee I consecrate 

and offer up my person and my life, my actions, 
trials, and sufferings, that my entire being may 
henceforth only be employed in loving, honoring 
and glorifying Thee. This is my irrevocable will, to 
belong entirely to Thee, and to do all for Thy love, 
renouncing with my whole heart all that can dis-
please Thee.

I take Thee, O Sacred Heart, for the sole object 
of my love, the protection of my life, the pledge 
of my salvation, the remedy of my frailty and in-
constancy, the reparation for all the defects of my 
life, and my secure refuge at the hour of my death. 
Be Thou, O Most Merciful Heart, my justifica-
tion before God Thy Father, and screen me from 
His anger which I have so justly merited. I fear 
all from my own weakness and malice, but plac-
ing my entire confidence in Thee, O Heart of Love, 
I hope all from Thine infinite Goodness. Anni-
hilate in me all that can displease or resist Thee. 
Imprint Thy pure love so deeply in my heart that I 
may never forget Thee or be separated from Thee. 
I beseech Thee, through Thine infinite Goodness, 
grant that my name be engraved upon Thy Heart, 
for in this I place all my happiness and all my glory, 
to live and to die as one of Thy devoted servants.

Amen.
– St. Margaret Mary Alacoque

DYK 
From page 2 SUMMER FEEDING SITES/TIMES ANNOUNCED 

The Child Nutrition Program has scheduled its  community Summer Feeding sites. Sites will run from 9 a.m.-noon. 
Each site will receive 750 boxes to be handed out to students regardless of income or location of residence on a 
first come, first serve basis. Each box contains seven breakfasts, seven lunches and one gallon of milk. Each child 
will receive one box. If a child is not present during pickup, a form will need to be filled out by an adult picking up. 

JUNE-JULY 2021  
Monday 

June 7, 14, 21, 28 
July 5, 12, 19, 26 

Tuesday 
June 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 

July 6, 13, 20, 27 

Wednesday 
June 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 

July 7, 14, 21, 28 

Thursday 
June 3, 10, 17, 24 

July 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 

Friday 
June 4, 11, 18, 25 

July 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 

Sacred Heart  St. Alphonsus  St. Jean Vianney  St. George  Redemptorist  
St. Gerard 

St. John the Evangelist 
Church  Holy Family  Our Lady of  

Prompt Succor 
Immaculate  

Heart of Mary   

750 Boxes each  750 Boxes each  750 Boxes each  750 Boxes each  750 Boxes 

CNP: Delivery Site Addresses for Box Meals: 
2251 Main Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
13940 Greenwell Springs Road, Greenwell Springs, LA 70739 
3655 St. Gerard Avenue, Baton Rouge, LA 70805 
7880 St. George Drive, Baton Rouge, LA 70809 
16266 S. Harrell’s Ferry Road, Baton Rouge, LA 70816 
335 N. Jefferson, Port Allen, LA  70767 
32615 Bowie Street, White Castle, LA 70788 
11140 LA 77, Maringouin, LA 70757 
57805 Main Street, Plaquemine, LA 70764 

Sacred Heart 
St. Alphonsus 
Redemptorist St. Gerard 
St. George 
St. Jean Vianney 
Holy Family 
Our Lady of Prompt Succor 
Immaculate Heart Of Mary 
St. John the Evangelist Church
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Image & Gift
Exploring the Anthropology of 

St. John Paul II’s Theology of the Body

Theology of the Body Training/Catholic Sexual Morality 
Diocese of Baton Rouge Certification, Level I or II

June 7, 8, 14, 21, 28
July 5, 12, 19, 26, 27
10 – 11 a.m. 

Two Options for Summer 2021:
June 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
July 7, 14, 21, 28, August 4
7 – 8 p.m. OR

Register @ www.imageandgift.com

10 one-hour sessions 
Completely Online on Zoom

Instructor: Jennifer Prather, MATS

Certification & Leisure Learners Invited 
Cost: $50

About Image & Gift:
Image & Gift is an original curriculum on Christian Anthropology created by 
Jennifer Prather, MATS. Available in a variety of formats, able to be adjusted 
to various audiences & applied to various topics, it takes a deeper look at 
Saint John Paul’s Theology of the Body. Contact: imageandgift@gmail.com

GOSPEL 
From page 2

found 899 times in 836 verses.)
Go out (Mt 28:16-20)
Great! Our mission, if we so 

choose to accept, is to embrace 
life in the Blessed Trinity and by 
fully utilizing our personal gifts, 
together go out into the world and 
tell the good news to all that “God 
loves you, Jesus suffered, died 
and resurrected for you to have 
eternal life.” 

You may ask, “Am I equipped 
for this?” Yes, and no. “Yes,” you 
are by baptism and “no,” we need 
help along the way.

In baptism we are immersed 
in the sacred waters of life in the 
Trinity, illuminated by the light of 
Christ, wrapped in the mantle of 
the father’s creative embrace with 
an indelible mark, and filled with 
the Holy Spirit. We are made for 
a mission of good, guided by the 
advocate, the same Holy Spirit 
that filled the Upper Room. And 
we are not alone. 

With the Holy Spirit, we are 
assigned heavenly beings to ac-
company us: angels. They light, 
guard and guide our earthly pil-
grimage, as well as help us come 

to know and serve God every day; 
to choose the good over evil; to 
journey the path of light and es-
cape the path of darkness; to seek 
the lost and rejoice when they are 
found; to go where others hesitate 
to journey; to find the joy in each 
moment of the day; to embrace 
the suffering; to model the Eight 
Beatitudes (Mt 5:1-12); to live the 
commandments (Ex 20: 2-17) and 
to rejoice in the peace.

Furthermore, we are also 
strengthened by the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus Christ who comes to us in 
the holy sacrament of the Eucha-
rist. Holy Communion augments 
our union with Christ, strength-
ens our spiritual life, separates 
us from sin, preserves us from 
future mortal sin, unites us more 
closely to others in the body of 
Christ, commits us to the poor 
and brings us to closer unity with 
others outside the church (Cat-
echism of the Catholic Church, # 
1391-1398).

Lastly, we have the saints in 
heaven, the church triumphant, 
who are constantly praying for 
us during our pilgrimage. Turn 
to them. They are incredible wit-
nesses of mission and love.

Our mission is to be for oth-

ers what God has done for us: to 
announce his coming so others 
may encounter God’s love in us 
as Christians and to serve in ways 
that open hearts to conversion so 
that they in turn may go out and 
be intentional disciples. Jesus 
gives this to us in the Great Com-
mission: “All power in heaven and 
on earth has been given to me. 
Go, therefore, and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the father, and of the 
son, and of the Holy Spirit, teach-
ing them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I 
am with you always, until the end 
of the age” (Mt 28: 19-20). May 
the spark of the Holy Spirit ignite 
a fire within so that we may serve 
the greater good as intentional 
disciples of Jesus Christ.

Year of St. Joseph
Most blessed St. Joseph, filled 

with the Holy Spirit, pray that 
we, like you, may embrace the 
call to discipleship and believe 
and act in the glory of the Fa-
ther, and of the son and of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen.

Dow is the director of the Office 
of Evangelization and Catechesis 
for the Diocese of Baton Rouge. 

MERC Y 
From page 4

their backyard with no run-
ning water.

“Our mission and heart is 
to help low-income senior cit-
izens and veterans to be able 
to stay in their homes,” Payer 
said. “It also builds neighbor-
hoods and helps neighbor-
hoods stay strong.”

Gwen Fairchild, director of 
Stewardship for the Diocese 
of Baton Rouge, said that 
for the past 20 years Works 
of Mercy has continued to 
bring comfort to those most 
in need.

“Every one of these or-
ganizations are living the 
words of Jesus by reaching 
out to the less fortunate, to 
the most needy in our com-
munity,” Fairchild said “We 
are called as Catholics and as 
fellow human beings to help 
those most in need of our as-
sistance. This truly is living 
the Gospel message and I am 
so proud to be a part of it.”

Works of Mercy was cre-
ated in 1991 as a fundraising 
effort to continue the many 

good works started by Bishop 
Stanley J. Ott. Since 1991, 
Works of Mercy has award-
ed more than $600,000 in 
grants, all earnings off of the 
$613,000 endowment. 

“Bishop Ott was a man 
deeply respected for his 
charitable presence in the 
diocese,” Fairchild said. “He 
had a heart for the poor. He 
established this fund so that 
his legacy would continue.

“This comes out of the spir-
it of Bishop Ott.”

Tamika Edwards-Raby, 
coordinator of Stewardship 
Services, believes Bishop Ott 
would be “very proud” of the 
many programs and initia-
tives that have benefitted 
from the grants named in his 
honor.

“More importantly when 
we give it, it fortifies within 
us Christ’s legacy of faithful 
stewardship.”

She also expressed her ap-
preciation to Lois Smyth of 
the Baton Rouge Area Foun-
dation in seeking organiza-
tions that fulfill the Corpo-
ral and Spiritual Works of 
Mercy.
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Mr. D’s Tree Service

• Economical
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ovEr 40 yEars ExpErIEncE
Don Decell, owner
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Solution on page 18

Immaculate Conception offers 
light to African Americans

By Bonny Van 
The Catholic Commentator

Just off busy Harding Street, 
near the entrance to Southern 
University, Immaculate Concep-
tion Church rises as a beacon of 
light and warmth for the Scot-
landville/Baton Rouge commu-
nity.  

A historically Black church, 
Immaculate Conception’s origins 
date to 1946 when the Josephite 
order established a mission for 
the community of Scotlandville 
and Southern students.

According to records from the 
Archives Department of the Di-
ocese of Baton Rouge, Mass was 
originally celebrated at a local 
movie theater on Oct. 13, 1946. 

Archbishop Joseph F. Rummel 
of New Orleans purchased land 
in Scotlandville and a church, 
built by the parishioners, was 
dedicated in 1953. The church 
parish was established five years 
later and taken over by the newly 
formed Diocese of Baton Rouge 
in 1962. 

“Being a historic Black Catho-
lic Church is by no means or in 
any manner being separate or 
exclusive; rather it is very inclu-
sive, hospitable and welcoming 
of anyone who wants to join in 
the joyful, contemplative and 
praise-filled worship and spiri-
tuality of African Americans,” 
said pastor Father Tom Clark SJ, 
who has served at Immaculate 
Conception for the past 15 years. 
“It’s really a very tight-knit and 
very loving community.

“It’s a church in which many 
generations of families have 
worshiped and participated.” 

Today, the bond with Southern 
remains as strong today as when 
the church was founded.

“Many members of the parish 
are alums of Southern Univer-
sity, also may have served on the 
faculty and many people came to 
Baton Rouge from other parts of 
the state for school for Southern 
University and remained here in 
Baton Rouge after graduating, 
so they remained as parishio-
ners of Immaculate Conception 
along with the residents of Scot-
landville,” said Father Clark. 
“Many of our younger families 
are second or third generation 
who have attended Immaculate 
Conception, so there are many 

ties in the church – parish ties, 
community ties, Southern Uni-
versity ties.”

Through the years, the Im-
maculate Conception commu-
nity has made it its mission to 
minister to the surrounding 
community through its St. Vin-
cent de Paul Society council and 
Food Pantry by providing food 
and financial assistance to those 
in need. Father Clark noted the 
dedication of members of other 
church-affiliated groups includ-
ing the Claver Family, which is 
comprised of the Knights of Pe-
ter Claver, the Ladies Auxiliary, 
the Junior Knights and Junior 
Daughters, who provide support 
for both church activities and 
host their own events. 

Other ministries include the 
Social Justice Ministry and a 
Gospel Choir, Traditional Choir, 
Youth Choir and Claver Family 
Choir.

“A feature of a Black Catholic 
community is its joy in being 
able to gather and celebrate and 
worship God and that joy is ex-
pressed in Gospel music and re-
ally a very active participation in 
the liturgy,” said Father Clark. 
“The people are very dedicated 
to the word of God. The word of 
God in the Scriptures is very im-
portant. It’s life-giving to people 
and so on a Sunday, they’re re-
ally eager to hear the Scriptures 
and to hear it reflected upon in 
the homily. There’s just a joy 
of being together, being with 
church family.”

The joy of being together phys-
ically is starting up again but it 
has never really left the hearts 
of the parishioners. During the 
lockdown, when Masses were 
live streamed on Facebook, Fa-
ther Clark said the comments 
sections were very active with 
church members greeting one 
another and sharing prayer in-
tentions.

“The real strength of Im-
maculate Conception Church is 
the people of Immaculate Con-
ception Church,” Father Clark. 
“People have been so dedicated 
and so generous to the church 
over the years, they’ve made it 
a priority in their life, they’ve 
given their time, their talent and 
their treasure, and we have so 
many people who volunteer.”

With an eye on future gen-

erations, a major renovation of 
the church was undertaken and 
completed in time for a blessing 
in December 2019, shortly be-
fore the pandemic. 

“The building is very impor-
tant to us because it was built 
by parishioners themselves in 
the 1950s who are the parents 
and grandparents and great-
grandparents of the current pa-
rishioners,” said Father Clark. 
“It felt as if the church building 
was a gift that was handed on 
to us and that we very much 
wanted to hand on that build-
ing to future generations, but 
not only the physical building 
but also the body of Christ, the 
church, the spiritual building 
that we are as members of the 
church.” 

Father Clark said the theme 
for the renovation was “Reno-
vate the Church and Renovate 
Ourselves.” So, a February 2020 
“ministry fair” identified plans 
for future interests. However, 
plans had to be put on hold due 
to restrictions of the pandemic.

“We are also blessed with a 
very dedicated and devout Le-
gion of Mary,” said Father Clark. 
“The Rosary Group prays the 
rosary together each Wednes-
day at 4 p.m. and has contin-
ued to do so by conference call 
during the pandemic. They also 
pray the rosary at funerals. Our 
Bible study meets on Monday 
evenings and has continued to 
meet via Zoom during the pan-
demic.”

According to Father Clark, 
the parish celebrates its family 
spirit with annual events such 
as the parish family picnic in 
August, the MLK birthday Mass 
and Community Service Proj-
ect, Sunday afternoon movie 
matinees, Black History Month 
celebrations and periodic after 
Mass hospitality hours.

“I think there’s a very strong 
connection between the word 
of God that we hear and put-
ting it into practice during the 
week,” said Father Clark of the 
735 families who belong to Im-
maculate Conception. “And then 
many members of the church 
take very seriously their Chris-
tian commitment and putting it 
into practice in their workplace 
and in their community during 
the week.”

ACROSS
1 Church sounder
5 Coarse file
9 Catholic Canadian Prime Minister 

Mulroney
14 Type of sch.
15 Mild oath
16 Locale
17 Bank transaction
18 Lollobrigida of films
19 Cleans the stable
20 Turntable times (abbr.)
21 David or Solomon
22 Voice
23 Ostensible
25 Quick
28 Wood sorrel
29 Specialist in plants
33 Honest incense?
36 “I am the way and the ___ and the 

life.” (Jn 14:6)
37 601, to Julius Caesar
38 Hog sound
39 8th letter of the Greek alphabet
40 Prod
41 What an ALF arrives in
42 Ancient Hebrew coin
43 Dough
44 Portrayed
46 Man of many troubles
47 “Hey, don’t look ___!”
48 Midday naps
52 Lenten foliage
55 Pop artist Sister Corita
56 Parisian season
57 Online letters
59 Discharged a debt
60 Gnarl
61 Caravansary
62 Bone that parallels the radius
63 Start of a sphere?
64 ___ fatty acid
65 Rind
66 Org.

DOWN
1 “The ___ of St. Mary’s”
2 Quickly form a union?

3 Contract
4 Alphabet string
5 “___ Caeli”
6 Growing old
7 Warbled
8 Little black book successor
9 Abbreviation for the Mother of God
10 Son of Jacob
11 South American Indian
12 Diving birds
13 Promontory
21 Thrill
24 He lives a strict religious and ascetic 

life
25 Part of CYO
26 ___ boy!
27 Encouraging word
29 Jesus is the ___ of Life
30 Engagement enders?
31 Cat command
32 Periodic movement of the sea
33 Number of the Commandment that 

instructs us to honor our parents
34 Widespread
35 Hie’s partner
36 Number of days Jonah spent in the 

belly of a large fish 
39 School division
40 Yaks
42 Acquire
43 Calling of convert, Dame Edith 

Sitwell
45 Partner of Cosmas
46 Louisiana governor who converted 

to Catholicism
48 Fishing net
49 Paul made these
50 Tiny particles
51 St. Elizabeth, convert to Catholicism
52 Real pill
53 USA
54 Zhivago’s love
55 Green vegetable
58 Easter flower, in Lille
59 Young dog
60 “The Jungle Book” python

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 01 11 21 31

41 51 61

71 81 91

02 12 22

32 42 52 62 72

82 9 02 3 13 23

33 43 53 63 73

83 93 04

14 24 34

44 54 64

75 84 94 05 15

25 35 45 55 65

75 85 95 06

16 26 36

46 56 66

moc.scilohtacrofsemagdrow.www
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“We have to live by 
faith that God  

is always with us, 
with hope that he  

will give us eternal  
joy and love him and 
one another.  Jesus, 
God’s own son, was 
sent to die and rise 
from the dead as a 
pledge of what God 

intends for us.”

Another 
Perspective

Father John Carville

Our Easter mission from Ascension to Pentecost
In the Gospels for Mass during the 

Easter season we are told by Jesus 
that his disciples must “remain in 

him,” we must be grafted to him like 
branches to a vine in a vineyard and if 
we keep his commandments we will be 
bound to him by love.  In the Sunday 
readings from the epistles and the Acts 
of the Apostles, St. Paul tells the first 
Christians they are tem-
ples of the Holy Spirit.  
The father and the son 
share their Spirit of Love 
with us. So St. Paul can 
say, “Christ lives in me,” 
and so can we.  We know 
from St. Paul, and St. 
John and the words of 
Jesus himself that God 
is one but a Trinity of 
persons: father and son 
bound by their eternal 
Spirit of Love.

In his first epistle, St. 
John tells us that God 
is love.  There are many 
attributes that describe 
God, like all powerful, 
all merciful, all just, all 
faithful, infinite, etc.  but 
love is the best definition of God.  God’s 
love is not an emotion that is felt strongly 
sometimes and not so strongly at other 
times.  Love is God’s eternal desire to 
share his goodness with others.  There-
fore, God creates a universe of creatures 
that reflect his goodness, and when he 
creates human beings, he creates them 
“in his own image and likeness.”  The 
creation story in Genesis builds up to this 
God-like image that we reflect, at times 
very poorly.  Relationships are every-
where in the universe.  Inanimate planets 
and stars are bound by forces of gravity 

and on our hospitable earth wolves travel 
in packs, some birds mate for life and 
whales sing to each other and travel in 
pods. With us humans, well, love isn’t al-
ways so easy but we can’t ever stop trying 
to love.  We were born to love and reflect 
that image of God.

The Easter season readings whose 
end we are approaching tract Jesus’ final 

and successful attempt 
to explain God’s plan for 
saving his dysfunctional 
human family.  His animal 
creation, as I mentioned, 
reflects God’s love to some 
extent but they do it by 
instinct.  Human love is 
a matter of choice, and it 
has to be given freely.  We 
have to want to love, to give 
ourselves to other human 
beings. Love is our glory, 
but when it fails it can be 
our greatest sorrow.  

 Jesus’ mission was to 
suffer and die to show us 
what true love is.  You might 
be thinking, “Couldn’t he 
have just had the perfect 
family?”  No, too many 

humans never make it to the altar at all, 
and life is too fragile.  Many die young 
and die painfully.  Disease, accidents, 
violence and war all take their toll.  God 
is love.  Everything he makes happen or 
allows to happen is done out of love.  But 
we cannot as creatures know the ways of 
God.  We have to live by faith that God 
is always with us, with hope that he will 
give us eternal joy and love him and one 
another.  Jesus, God’s own son, was sent 
to die and rise from the dead as a pledge 
of what God intends for us.  At the Last 
Supper Jesus told his disciples, “Where 

I am, you also will be.”  We, too, will rise 
and be with Jesus in heaven to where he 
ascended.  He triumphed over the cruel-
est death that the most powerful empire 
on earth could give him.  No wonder that 
when he first appeared to his apostles af-
ter his resurrection, his first words were, 
“Do not be afraid!”

From Jesus they 
learned what love truly 
is.  It is giving all that 
we have for others, at 
times even life itself.  
Love, in the many 
ways we are called to 
give it, is always costly 
but in the end God is 
waiting for us.  With 
faith in that hope we 
can live a life for others 
as did Jesus.  The al-
ternative is to live self-
ishly, trying to secure 
for ourselves as much 
material things as life 
can give us only to die 
sooner or later with 
nothing to hope for.  
That is the Easter story 
which it was Jesus’ 
mission to teach, die 
and live again for us.  

The time from Je-
sus’ resurrection to his 
ascension into heaven, 
which we celebrated May 16, is filled with 
the accounts of his appearances to his 
disciples.  They not only became con-
vinced that he truly had risen from the 
dead but also realized who he actually 
was.  In the words of St. Thomas, the 
doubter, “My Lord, and my God.”  

Before he left his apostles and 
returned to his father in heaven, Jesus 

gave his apostles and the church they 
were to lead a challenge.  He told them 
to wait for the promised Spirit they 
would receive:  “But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit comes 
upon you, and you will be my witnesses 
in Jerusalem throughout Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”   

As Jesus disappeared 
into the clouds, two 
angelic-looking men 
asked the apostles, 
“Why are you look-
ing into the sky?”  In 
other words, “Get on 
with your mission that 
Jesus gave you.”  

Filled with the Holy 
Spirit on Pentecost, 
they did just that.  St. 
Peter fearlessly pro-
claimed to a large 
crowd in Jerusalem for 
the feast, “God raised 
this Jesus: of this we 
are all witnesses.  Ex-
alted at the right hand 
of God, he received the 
promise of the Holy 
Spirit from the father 
and poured it forth, as 
you both see and hear. 
Those who accepted his 
message were baptized, 
and about three thou-

sand persons were added that day.”
The challenge to spread Jesus’ Gospel 

of life eternal is ours today.

FATHER CARVILLE is a retired priest in the 
Diocese of Baton Rouge and writes on 
current topics for The Catholic Com-
mentator. He can be reached at johnny 
carville@gmail.com.          

May 27 Rev. Michael Moroney
 Dcn. Benjamin J. Dunbar Jr.
 Br. Ray Hebert SC
May 28 Rev. Caye A. (Trey) Nelson III
 Dcn. Kirk Duplantis
 Sr. Evangeline A. Romero DM
May 29 Rev. Peter Neuman ICM
 Dcn. W. Brent Duplessis
 Br. Dwight Kenney SC
May 30 Rev. Hung Viet Nguyen ICM
 Dcn. Jeff R. Easley
 Sr. Brendan Mary Ronayne 
May 31 Rev. Minh Hai Nguyen ICM
 Dcn. Natale (Nat) J. Garofalo
 Br. Clifford King SC
June 1 Rev. Tan Viet Nguyen ICM
 Dcn. Edward J. Gauthreaux
 Sr. Guadalupe Rosales HMSS
June 2 Thanh Van Nguyen ICM
 Dcn. Steven C.  Gonzales
 Br. David Landry SC

June 3 Rev. Nicholas J. (Jack) Nutter III
 Dcn. Richard H. Grant
 Sr. Alexandrine Rosoanirina SOM
June 4 Rev. Michael J. O’Rourke OP
 Dcn. Ronald J. Hebert
 Br. Noel Lemmon SC
June 5 Rev. Jason P. Palermo
 Dcn. Clayton A. Hollier
 Sr. Eileen Rowe FMOL
June 6 Rev. Amrit Raj IMS
 Dcn. George Hooper
 Br. Roger LeMoyne SC
June 7 Rev. Thomas C. Ranzino
 Dcn. Micheal J. (Shelley) Joseph
 Sr. Cynthia Sabathier CSJ
June 8 Rev. Rubin Reynolds
 Dcn. John A. Jung
 Br. Malcolm Melcher SC
June 9 Rev. Anthony J. Russo
 Dcn. Robert J. Kusch
 Sr. Anna Schellhaas CSJ

Please pray for the priests, deacons and religious women and men in the Baton Rouge Diocese.

 | PRAY FOR THOSE WHO PRAY FOR US
Letters to the Editor

Letters to the Editor should be typed and limited to 350 words and 
should contain the name and address of the writer, though the ad-
dress will not be printed. We reserve the right to edit all letters. Send 
to: Letters to the Editor, The Catholic Commentator, 1800 South 
Acadian Thruway, Baton Rouge, LA 70808, or to tcc@diobr.org.

Mission Statement
The mission of The Catholic Commentator is to provide news, in-
formation and commentary to the people of the Diocese of Baton 
Rouge, Catholics and their neighbors alike. In doing so, The Catholic 
Commentator strives to further the wider mission of the Church: to  
evangelize, to communicate, to educate and to give the Catholic 
viewpoint on important issues of the present day.
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Counter racism with kindness and the love of Jesus

A saint for our time

In Exile
Father Ron Rolheiser

“It is not enough today to be merely 
a saint; we must have a saintliness 
demanded by the present mo-

ment.” 
Simone Weil wrote that, and she is right. 

We need saints demanded by the pres-
ent moment and I would like to propose 
someone whom, I believe, fits that descrip-
tion, Father Henri Nouwen, the popular 
spiritual writer who died in 1996. What was 
his saintliness and why is it particularly 
apropos in terms of the present moment?

Father Nouwen is arguably the most 
influential spirituality writer of our gen-
eration. However, his spirituality was not 
born out of an easy temperament nor an 
untested faith. As Michael Higgins writes in 
his biography of Father Nouwen, his was a “genius born 
of anguish.” Father Nouwen was a saint wracked with 
anxiety, an ideal patron for a generation awash with it.

He was a complex, anguished, anxious person 
with a hypersensitive personality. He was prone to 
obsessiveness in his intimate relationships, occasion-
ally manifested a neediness that was more childish 
than childlike and was forever haunted by the sense 
that (despite all the love, acceptance and success he 
experienced) he was not really loved, and no place was 
home for him. As well, he nursed a wound inside that 
he could never explain to others nor make peace with 
himself. Coupled with all this, he had an artistic tem-
perament (with both its gifts and its burdens) and, like 
many artists, had to struggle to remain robust, normal 
and balanced in the creative process, enjoy a down-to-
earth sanity and keep his sexuality within the bounds 
of his vows. Thus, he could go out on a stage, radiate a 

powerful energy, and then step off the 
stage and within minutes break down in 
tears and beg someone to console him. 
In terms of his sexuality, though he was 
a vowed celibate who remained faithful 
to his vows, occasionally he would fall in 
love so obsessively with someone that he 
was able to keep his vows and his sanity 
only by checking himself into a clinic for 
professional help. 

This isn’t the stuff you normally read 
in the lives of saints, at least of those who 
are officially canonized and held up as 
models of sanctity; but that is in fact the 
stuff of saintliness. Soren Kierkegaard, 
whom Father Nouwen idealized, defined 
a saint this way: “A saint is someone who 

can will the one thing.” Not an easy task. Not because 
the right thing is hard to will, but because we also will 
many other things. St. Thomas Aquinas affirmed that 
every choice is a renunciation. That’s an understate-
ment. Every choice is a series of renunciations, and that 
makes both choosing and saintliness difficult. 

Writing his diaries, Father Nouwen describes his 
struggle in this way: “I want to be a great saint, but 
I also want to experience all the sensations that sin-
ners experience. I want to withdraw into the silence of 
prayer, but I don’t want to miss anything happening in 
the world. I want to bury myself in anonymity among 
the poor, but I also want to write books, be known 
by others, see places, meet people and do interesting 
things.” That’s what he wrestled with, just as we all do, 
but he managed, in the end, to will the one thing.

How did he do it, how did he become a saint despite 
it all? He did it through a humble honesty that never 

denied his struggles. He did it by accepting his own 
complexity, by falling to his knees in prayers of help-
lessness when his own strength wasn’t enough and by 
letting the poor love him.  And he did it by sharing his 
wounds with the world, by seeking professional help 
whenever he broke down and by learning from all the 
pain, obsessiveness and heartache that, in the end, our 
hearts are stronger than our wounds; because of that we 
can keep our commitments and ultimately find peace 
inside of complexity, temptation and struggle.

The saints of old, no doubt, had their own struggles 
in trying to will the one thing, to healthily channel their 
wild energies and give themselves over to God. How-
ever, the stories we hear of their lives tend to highlight 
more their virtue than their struggle. For example, St. 
Mother Teresa is also a saint from our generation and 
a very inspirational one at that. For many of us, her 
life and her virtue seem so far removed from our own 
earthy and messy struggles that we look at her as a 
saint we can admire but not quite imitate. That’s unfair 
of course. She also had her struggles, mammoth ones. 
Still, it is not her struggles that are generally highlighted 
when her story is told.

Father Nouwen’s story and his writings highlight his 
struggles, not just his virtue and wisdom. Knowing the 
earthiness of his struggles can give the impression that 
there is less in him to admire than in someone like St. 
Teresa. Perhaps. But, in Father Nouwen we see someone 
we can more easily imitate.

OBLATE FATHER RON ROLHEISER, theologian, teacher and 
award-winning author, is president of the Oblate 
School of Theology in San Antonio, Texas. He can  
be contacted through his website ronrolheiser.com  
and facebook.com/ronrolheiser.

My name is Vanessa 
Louque.

I lived in Dallas 
Texas for many years in my life.

I worked very hard all my life 
to support myself and my fam-
ily. I have been in the workforce 
since I have been 14 years old. 

In my early years in Dallas, 
I was a young Hispanic mother 
raising four baby boys and 
pregnant with my fifth bless-
ing (a girl). I was working at 
a computer store in the early 

2000s where I was in sales. I 
had several experiences where 
people did not want to allow me 
to help them because back in 
those days a woman in IT was 
unheard of.

Customers assumed that 
I did not know technology 
because I was a woman, and 
I would constantly get asked 
for the computer guy to help 
them where in most cases I 
was the most knowledgeable 
person in the store. The worst 
part is because I was Hispanic 
many people were discrimina-
tive against me and would only 
work with people who looked 
more like them. I have even had 
circumstances at work or while 
shopping with my children 
while pregnant where I’ve been 
asked if my children all had the 
same father. My response to 
them is “we are a good Catholic 
family and that’s why we have so 
many little blessings.” Unfor-
tunately, I also had many of 
my teammates assume I would 

never make it into the IT world 
again as I was the only female 
and I was Latina.

I was also blessed to have 
many supporters. I recall a 
memorable situation where a 
man came in and asked for our 
best computer guy, so I passed 
him off because I was being po-
lite. As I passed him off my dear 
friend Dennis told the customer 
that if he was looking for the 
best computer “person” he was 
not the guy and told the custom-
er that he should work with me 
because I was the smartest and 
I was quite fun to work with. 
The man had a moment and I 
believe that God softened his 
heart and allowed me to work 
with him. After that, he came 
back and would only work with 
me at each visit. PEOPLE HAVE 
HOPE! The way I was treated 
because I was a woman and be-
cause of my race did not stop me 
from my goals; it motivated me.

I was out to prove a Hispanic 
female can make it in any busi-

ness so I went on to become a 
manager. When I interviewed, I 
had lots of support and also lots 
of people doubt me. It was not 
because I was not qualified. I 
was a Hispanic woman attempt-
ing to get a job where out of 120 
managers there were only five 
women and a handful of Latinos 
and African Americans. 

I ended up getting that job 
and I was extremely successful. 
I made it to the ranks of general 
manager and ended up man-
aging those who doubted and 
taunted me. I did not mistreat 
them at all. I treated them with 
love and fairness, and they 
warmed up after a while.

Throughout my life, I have 
had to prove myself. I have 
worked for a few of the most 
successful companies such as 
Microsoft, Cox and currently 
Hewlett Packard. I have been 
awarded many honors for my 
dedication to my community 
and performance and I am a 
part of many groups that sup-

port and celebrate several races, 
such as African Americans and 
Hispanics in the IT group. 

As the years have gone by, I 
notice that Hispanic women in 
my industry are now celebrated, 
but racism and sexism are still 
alive and well. It still happens 
and, in many areas, it can be 
tougher than ever. How I handle 
it is I just don’t look at those 
folks in a hateful way. I do my 
best to be kind and love them 
as Jesus taught us. Maybe they 
were not taught to love their 
brother and sister so I got to be 
better and love them even if they 
hate me and maybe I will soften 
their hearts.

One thing that we need to 
keep in mind is racism and hate 
do not only stem from one race 
to another. It can come from 
the same races, unfortunately. 
In 2017 my son was murdered 
by another Puerto Rican. In the 
beginning, I thought first how 
can someone just take another 

Building  
Bridges

Vanessa Louque
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Winning first place are, back row, from left, Madeline Fazzio, Bettye Lambert, Rebecca Tambling, Laurie Gau-
treaux and Janissa Laviolette, Court Regent; front row are Sandy Hack, Sister Maria Culaway, Melissa Madere, 
Lynne Keller, Sister Evangeline Romero, Estelle Babin, Deborah Heath, Monica Faucheux, Allison Attuso and Su-
san Haydel. Photo provided by Debbie Graham | St. Rose de Lima Court #1194
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LegaL Notices
Anyone with knowledge of the where-
abouts of Roderick R. Garcia is asked to 
contact the Diocesan Tribunal at 225-
336-8755.

PLACE YOUR AD HERE. CALL 225-387-0983. Credit cards accepted. 

In sales employment advertise-
ments, the advertiser must name 
the product or service to be sold. 
Ads must state how wages will be 
paid (salary, commissions, etc.) if 
money is mentioned. The ad must 
also state if there is an investment 
required.

Enclosed is $9.50 for the first 15 words + 15¢ for each word thereafter + 25¢ per line for each special effect (all caps, centered 
line, bold lettering); for a total of $___________for each issue. Call for charging on your credit card.

Mail to: The Catholic Commentator, P.O. Box 3316, Baton Rouge, LA 70821-3316

PHONE

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY

❑ Announcements ❑ Business Services ❑ Cards of Thanks ❑ For Rent ❑ For Sale ❑ Help Wanted
❑ Positions Wanted ❑ Legal Notices  ❑ Other    

Check Category:

Advertisements will not 

be published without  

full payment in advance. 

Print Your Ad Here

 DATES TO RUN:

HeLp WaNted

BusiNess service

ClassifiedsThe Catholic Commentator
PO Box 3316
Baton Rouge LA 70821-3316

For help placing your classified ad, 
call 225-387-0983. All classified ads are prepaid. 

Credit cards are now accepted.

aNNouNcemeNts For saLe
While we at The Catholic Com-
mentator do our best to bring re-
liable advertisers to our readers, 
we are not responsible for any 
claims made by any advertiser.

BusiNess service BusiNess service
Single Cemetery plot in Resthaven’s 
Garden of Prayer in Baton Rouge.  $3900.  
Call 225-384-0070.

Greenoaks Memorial.  4 plots in Garden 
of Crucifix $9000; $5000 for 2 plots.  Call 
786-271-3476 or 305-761-8675.

Roselawn Cemetery.  Three plots  
together under giant red oak tree.  Mon-
uments included.  Section J.  $9900. Call 
504-393-6443.

Greenoaks Memorial Park.  Single 
plot for sale located in Promise Garden.  
$3600.  Call 225-926-7110.

HOUSE WASHING
MILDEW REMOVAL

CALL 225-276-8236

BROUSSEAU'S Painting
Interior and exterior painting. Experi-
enced and reliable. Free estimates. Call 
225-241-8488.

Dave’s Bicycle Repair and Sales. Free 
estimate. Expert economical repair on all 
brands. Call 225-924-4337. By appoint-
ment only.

Allan’s Tree Service
Specializes in large and dangerous tree 
removal. Licensed and insured.  Senior 
citizen and law/military discounts.  Allan 
Johnson 225-241-8789.

Mr. D’s Tree Service
3 Licensed Arborists

Free Estimates
Fully Insured

Don Decell  owner
225-292-6756

THOMAS LUNDIN, CPA
Accounting and taxes for businesses, 
non-profits and individuals; business, 
computer, financial and management 
services. 30 years experience; profes-
sional, prompt and personal attention. 
Call 225-296-0404.

Custom Face Masks & More
Personalization is my specialty!  

I bring your designs to life
with DIVA flair.  Face masks, t-shirts, 

onesies, drink ware,
home décor, & MORE!

www.etsy.com/shop/divinediva33

CALL TYRONE
“WHEN IT NEEDS FIXING”

LEAKING SINKS, FAUCETS, PIPES
UNCLOG DRAINS AND TOILETS 
REPAIRS OR REPLACE GARBAGE 

DISPOSALS
PLUS OTHER REPAIRS

SUCH AS SMALL ENGINES AND 
HOUSEHOLD APPLIANCES, ETC.

CALL 225-802-4522 OR 225-346-6246

HOUSEKEEPER
MATURE DEPENDABLE

25 + YEARS EXPERIENCE
HAVE REFERENCES

CALL DEBBIE
225-369-1976

LEBLANC’S TREE & STUMP
REMOVAL, INC.

Prompt service–Free estimates
FULLY INSURED

E. H. “Eddie” LeBlanc
Phone 383-7316

NOW HIRING
AUTOMOTIVE TECHNICIAN

TIRE AND LUBE TECH
*LIBERAL BENEFITS PROGRAM

*FIVE-DAY WORK WEEK  
(OFF WEEKENDS)

FOR PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 
INTERVIEW

CALL L. J. ROSS 225-937-7775

Caregiver needed for a female adult 
with autism.  Mature, non-smoker, 
flexible hours, background check, 
references.  In Denham Springs area.  
Call 225-572-6018

SMOOTH TRANSITIONS
We do estate sales, packing, unpacking, 
downsizing and organizing.  Call Liz 225-
888-0ZOE.
 

St. Amant Court 
wins the CDA 

state competition 
A group of 13 ladies from St. Rose de Lima Court #1194 of 

the Catholic Daughters of the Americas in St. Amant which 
is based out of Holy Rosary Church, won first place honors in 
the talent competition at the 49th Biennial State Convention 
of the Louisiana CDA in April.

The convention theme, “Love One Another As I Have 
Loved You,” was acted out by the 13 ladies who dressed in 
nuns’ habits and brought the audience to their feet with the 
song “I Will Follow Him.” 

Earning a perfect score for their performance were Mad-
eline Fazzio, Bettye Lambert, Rebecca Tambling, Laurie Gau-
treaux, Sandy Hack, Melissa Madere, Lynne Keller, Estelle 
Babin, Deborah Heath, Monica Faucheux, Allison Attuso, 
Susan Haydel and Janissa Laviolette, Court Regent. 



May 21, 2021  The Catholic Commentator   19

St. Joseph” beginning on the feast day of 
St. Joseph the Worker, ICC found it to be 
“a double blessing.”

Gwen Richard, who worked along-
side Deacon Hooper on the classes, said 
classes were well attended and people re-
peatedly said they were surprised at how 
much they learned about St. Joseph.

“I’ve had people tell me ‘I’ve been Cath-
olic all of my life and I didn’t know this,’ ” 
said Richard.

She said many made connections with 
St. Joseph in their own lives.

Betty Schoettle shared her connec-
tion with St. Joseph as the patron saint 
of a happy death through the passing of 
her father. A faith-filled man, her father, 
who at one point in his life worked at 
a funeral home, had commented, “I’ve 
embalmed plenty of bodies and I’ve 
never seen a corpse that had a smile on 
their face.”

Schoettle said her father had made a 

connection with St. Joseph beginning 
in his early years of marriage when he 
prayed to St. Joseph that he and his wife 
would be able to have children and prom-
ised he would do his best to be a good fa-
ther. He continued praying the St. Joseph 
novena and assisting with St. Joseph al-
tars as a talented baker and chef. 

When he passed away, it was evident 
St. Joseph ushered him home to heaven, 
according to Schoettle.

“He had a smile on his face,” Schoettle 
said of her father. 

She herself has a rich history with St. 
Joseph’s Day, which is when she married 
her husband Milton, who is now deceased, 
and St. Joseph’s altars through many an-
swered prayers and fond memories.

So prepared with formation, discus-
sion and their own history with St. Jo-
seph, members of ICC and other church 
parishes in the diocese gathered for the 
consecration. Many more people than an-
ticipated came for adoration, the rosary, 
litany of Loreto, benediction, Mass and 
consecration to St. Joseph. In addition 
to those attending the classes, many had 

gathered in homes or prayed the novena 
on their own.

In a nod toward Louisiana’s love for St. 
Joseph’s altars with their cookies, cakes, 
breads and lucky fava beans, Father Gra-
ham said the Year of St. Joseph and con-
secration invites people to know more 
about the spiritual side of 
Jesus’ foster father.

People had expressed 
to Father Graham how 
their love and knowledge 
for St. Joseph had grown.

“It shows how much 
the joy of learning is 
never ended and we are 
never done learning,” 
said Father Graham.

ICC members Ricky 
and Carmen (Soledad 
Cerda) Guidry are ea-
ger to learn more. Ricky 
Guidry said the conse-
cration has given him a 
deeper appreciation for 
St. Joseph as a protector 
of the family, “terror of demons” and pow-
erful intercessor in heaven.

“We want our kids back in church, so 
I’m praying for my kids and grandkids to 
come back to the church by Christmas. 
And I’m believing it and coming to St. 
Joseph about it (who will) give it to God,” 
said Ricky.

Carmen, whose worked as a nurse for 
Fresenius Medical Care in Baton Rouge, 
resonated when Father Graham’s homily 
message that the life of St. Joseph reflects 

the call for everyone to “do it all for love” 
in their families, workplace, church and 
world.

A relationship with St. Joseph was es-
tablished early for Cathy Edwards, who 
grew up in the mother church of the dio-
cese, St. Joseph Cathedral. Her mother 

had a special devotion and 
the family felt the saint’s 
special intercession in their 
lives.

“We prayed together ev-
ery night and thanked God 
for everything we had, the 
roof over our heads, the 
fact that we didn’t have to 
be out in the rain, and that 
he provided the rain,” said 
Edwards.

But this year and the 
consecration helped Ed-
wards have a deeper rela-
tionship with St. Joseph.

Although much attention 
is given to the fact that there 
was not a word spoken by 

St. Joseph in the Bible, Edwards said his 
leadership of the Holy Family is evident in 
the fact that he guided them in following 
the Jewish customs, such as bringing Je-
sus to be presented in the temple. And he 
quickly obeyed when God told him to take 
Mary and Jesus and flee to Egypt when 
Herod was killing infants and young boys 
in looking to kill Jesus.

“This year has made me more aware 
of St. Joseph, how he protects families, 
which is very needed,” Edwards said.

Attendees pray the Litany of Loreto before making their consecration to St. Joseph. Photo 
Debbie Shelley | The Catholic Commentator

“We want our kids 
back in church, 
so I’m praying 

for my kids and 
grandkids to come 
back to the church 

by Christmas.” 
Ricky Guidry

ICC Member

LOUQUE 
From page 17

ST. JOSEPH 
From page 1

life? Then later it came to mind our 
people are killing each other and this is 
common among minorities. 

God has given me the strength 
through his love to forgive that young 
man because as Jesus said he does not 
know what he has done. His poor heart 
is tarnished.

The moral of the story is this: So 
many people will hate me, they will 
taunt me, maybe even spit on me but 
my job as a Christian is to pray for 
them and still love them. This is what 
Christ did and we need to model him.

LOUQUE, a native of Chicago, is a resi-
dent of Gramercy, mother of five and a 
parishioner at Most Sacred Heart of Je-
sus Church in Gramery. 
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DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION SEARCH
 St. Mary of False Rive Church in New Roads, La. is seeking to hire a Director of Religious 
Education, a position which has the responsibility for all that pertains to the  ministry of 
catechesis and sacramental preparation for children and youth, including

  –Parish School of Religious Grades 1 through 11
	 	 –Sacramental	Preparation	for	First	Reconciliation,	First	Eucharist	and	Confirmation

Education and Experience Requirements
	 –Bachelor’s	Degree	in	Theology	or	related	field,	and/or	Certificate	in	Theology	&	Catechesis
  preferred
 –Candidate may be currently enrolled in diocesan approved religious education program, or
	 	 religious	education	certification	courses	and/or	willing	to	seek	further	professional	study.
 –Minimum 3-5 years of experience in Catholic parish ministry required.
 –Demonstrates knowledge of principals and dimensions of Catholic evangelization, life-long
  faith catechesis, youth faith formation and catechist formation.
 –Due to the nature of this position, it is required that the incumbent be a practicing Roman
  Catholic who is registered and active in a parochial or religious community and possesses
  a working knowledge of Catholic teaching and doctrine.

Other Requirements
 –Strong communication skills, including interpersonal relations, conflict resolution and 
  collaborative ministry.
 –Must have flexibility to work evenings and weekends.

Presently, this is a part-time position.

Please submit letter of interest, resume and references to Rev. Michael Schatzle at 
mschatzle@diobr.org.

Application deadline is June 15, 2021

St. Mary of False Rive Church
402 West Main Street
New Roads, LA 70760

www.stmaryfr.org
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giving to the priests that go be-
cause the priests renew promises 
they made.”

Father Johnson explained the 
ordination ceremony consists of 
seven parts, leading off with the 
Election of Candidates. After the 
Gospel is proclaimed, a deacon 
participating in the ceremony 
will ask the priest candidates to 
come forward and stand before 
Bishop Michael G. Duca.

Bishop Duca will ask the men 
if they have been found worthy 
and at that point a designated 
clergy member will testify that 
the candidates are worthy and 
have been found capable to be-
come priests.

“What is significant about this 
is the priest is saying on behalf of 
the entire church that these men 

are ready to be priests, which is a 
cool thing,” he said. “These men 
have been in the diocese, parish-
es, ministries, worked for Catho-
lic Charities (of the Diocese of 
Baton Rouge) and the consensus 
among the people has been that 
we want these men to serve as 
priests.”

He explained that every semi-
narian is evaluated after each as-
signment so “there is an integral 
role everyone plays in formation 
of these men seeking ordina-
tion.”

The bishop accepts the testi-
mony of the priest and the con-
gregation, which is affirming, 
Father Johnson said, “because 
the people are saying the men 
‘are capable of walking with us, 
serving us as our shepherd.’ ”

The second part is the Prom-
ise of the Elect. After the bishop 
gives his homily, he will ask each 

candidate if he can be faithful, 
responsible and carry out the 
duties of the priest.

Father Johnson said Bishop 
Duca will also ask the three 
candidates if they will promise 
to always preach the 
Gospel and faithfully 
proclaim the teaching 
of the church, resolve to 
pray without ceasing, 
pledge obedience to the 
Gospel and promise to 
be celibate. 

“A lot of people think 
that celibacy is the 
most difficult prom-
ise but I find once they 
have been ordained a 
few years most priests 
say obedience is the 
most difficult,” Father 
Johnson said. “When 
you are assigned cer-
tain places you fall in 
love with the people 
that we are serving. 
Now we have to leave 
(when assigned to an-
other church parish). 
We are being invited by God to 
go someplace else.”

He said the candidates’ re-
sponse to the bishop’s questions 
will be “I do, with the help of 
God” because “we can’t do it on 
our own; only with God’s grace.”

The third part of the ceremo-
ny is the Litany of Supplication 
when the candidates lay pros-
trate before God on the altar and 
the Litany of the Saints is sung. 

“Most guys will say that is the 
most powerful part of the lit-
urgy, when we cry our eyes out,” 
Father Johnson said. “We recog-
nize that we are being prayed for 
by the body of saints in heaven.”

Following the Litany of Sup-
plication is the Laying of Hands, 
when Bishop Duca will lay hands 
on each candidate in silence 
and call down the Holy Spirit 
on them. Father Johnson noted 
the laying of hands is biblical, 
following what the apostles did 
when they brought in a new 
apostle to replace Judas.

“It connects us to the entire 
church when we receive ordina-

tion from the bishop,” Father 
Johnson said. 

During this part the bishop 
also recites the prayer of ordina-
tion.

“This is a very powerful part 
as God wants me,” he 
said.

Now ordained and 
having experienced 
an inward change, the 
fifth part of ordination 
is Vesting, which is 
reflective of outward 
changes. The newly 
ordained priests will 
receive help in vesting 
from a priest whom he 
considers a mentor, a 
friend or a former pas-
tor.

“For a man to be 
asked to vest someone 
is a complete honor,” 
said Father Johnson, 
who asked Father An-
drew Merrick, cur-
rently the pastor at 
Christ the King Parish 
and Student Center in 

Baton Rouge, to vest him.
“I admire him,” added Father 

Johnson, who ironically will join 
Father Merrick as parochial vic-
ar at Christ the King in July.

 At this point the bishop will 
also anoint the hands of the new 
priests with holy oil as well as 
present the body and blood of 
Christ to each with the words 
“imitate what you celebrate.” 

“We are being asked to be 
broke and open for the people,” 
Father Johnson said. “This is my 
physical body I am giving up for 
the Diocese of Baton Rouge, so 
use me however you want. I love 
that.”

The sixth part is the Kiss of 
Peace, which differs from the 
sign of peace. The kiss of peace 
is first given by the bishop and 
then the remainder of the priests 
as a sign of unity with each oth-
er and “connecting us with the 
bishop again.”

Concluding the ceremony 
is the Final Blessing when the  
bishop kneels before the newly 
ordained priests and receives 
their first blessing. Father John-
son noted that anyone receiving 
a blessing from a priest during 
his first year of ordination will 
be granted a plenary indulgence.

“It is important for priests to 
attend because of the power of 
the priesthood,” Father Johnson 
said. “I don’t think we can fath-
om the gift of the priesthood. 
Literally, these men are now in 
the person of Christ.

“Going to ordination reminds 
us who we are.” 

 

Spring Cleaning! 
Make Room 

in Your 
Garage or 

Yard by 
Donating 

That Old Car! 
 

It’s spring time, and we can help with your 
spring cleaning.  If you have been 
thinking about getting rid of your old car, 
now would be a great time to donate it to 
a great charity – St. Vincent de Paul.   
 
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul not only 
needs car donations, but also boats, 
motorcycles, campers and motor-homes.  
Proceeds benefit those served by the 
Bishop Ott Shelter Program, St. Vincent 
de Paul Dining Room, and our St. Vincent 
de Paul Community Pharmacy.   
 
This year, our Dining Room will provide over 
200,000 meals to the poor, homeless, elderly 
and disabled, and every meal we serve is an 
answer to someone’s prayer.  Our Bishop Ott 
Shelter programs are a refuge for thousands 
of men, women, children and families who 
desperately need a safe place to stay and a 
chance to start over.  For people who can’t 
afford their critically needed medications, 
our Community Pharmacy is a lifeline, filling 
prescriptions that will save lives.   
 
Make your car donation online at 
svdpbr.org or call (225) 383-7837, ext. 204.  
Free Towing!!! 
  

 

Joe Skibinski, Agent

ORDINATION 
From page 1

SEVEN PARTS 
OF ORDINATION

Election of Candidates
Promise of the Elect

Litany of Supplication
Laying of Hands

Vesting
Kiss of Peace

Final Blessing
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